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FOREWORD 


In  regard  to  the  ]3nglish  origin  of  Robert  Fletcher:  nil  the  avail¬ 
able  published  English  records  such  as  parish  registers,  records  of 
various  English  Record  Societies,  Sonerby's  "snuscript  Material,  were 
searched,  end  also  saie  original  reseerch  undertaken  in  England,  in 
an  effort  to  place  Robert  Fletcher  in  England.  All  references  to 
the  naue  were  noted  prior  to  1640.  This  search  was  made  et  consider¬ 
able  expense  end  all  to  no  avail. 

The  ns.na  of  Fletcher  v?ss  found  to  be  cannon  in  Yorkshire,  Lancashire, 
Cheshire,  Staffordshire,  London  (ell  parts  of  England  being  represented 
there),  end  fairly  common  in  Worcestershire,  Norfolk,  and  Derby.  It- 
is  eppareatly  a  name  common  to  the  Midlands,  end  not  at  ell  e  south  or 
vest  of  England  name. 

Rev.  Elijah6  Fletcher  (1746-1785)  is  c-aid  to  have  been  the  first  num¬ 
ber  of  the  family  to  make  en  attempt  to  gather  the  family  records.  lie 
believed  that  Robert  Fletcher  cane  from  Yorkshire,  and  as  he  lived  at  a 

tie  when  Robert’s  great-grandchildren  were  still  living,  this  idea  is 

4 

worthy  of  notice.  Elijah’s  own  gra.ndfsthor ,  Captain  Joseph  Fletcher 
(1633-after  1772),  was  e  ^reat-grends on  of  Robert  Fletcher  the  i  migrant. 

Incidentally  the  published  parish  registers  were  Else  searched  for 
the  name  of  Hartwell.  This  name  was  found  tc  be  most  plentiful  in 
London  and  Middlesex,  and  was  also  found  to  son©  extent  in  Warwick¬ 
shire* 


RC3HR?  FL2TCH3R 


I.  ROBFHF  FLETCHER,  the  i.nni grent ,  founder  of  the  Concord  family  of  the 
zucna,  sac  probably  horn  ia  Garland,  about  1 592,  and  died  in  Concord,  Mid¬ 
dlesex  County,  Mass.,  3  Apr*  1077,  over  eighty  years  of  age.  His  will 
dated  1675,  gives  his  age  then,  as  about  four  score  years.  The  nerne  of 
his  wife,  and  the  mother  of  his  children  is  unknown.  It  is  possible  that 
her  name  was  Sarah,  as  each  one  of  his  sons  is  supposed  to  have  bed  a 
daughter  of  that  name;  she  was  living  4  Job.  1672,  end  had  deceased,  by 
12  May  1677. 

Mot  hi  ng  authentic  is  known  of  the  English  origin  of  Hubert  Fletcher, 
nor  is  there  apparently  any  hint  sa  to  Lis  English  home  in  any  of  the 
published  records.  He  was  in  Concord  by  1637,  eud  ligy  have  been  there¬ 
by  1636  when  the  town  wa3  firct  established. 

Besides  Robert  Fletcher  of  Concord  1637.  w rto  ^  mrohor  o-f*  rtthoT> 

early  settlers  of  the  name  in  hew  England  by  1660,  but  no  ns  of  than  was 

apparently  even  remotely  connected  with  Robert.  There  w~a  Edward  Fletcher 
of  Boston  here  by  1640;  Henry  Fletcher  of  Reading  here  by  1360;  'loses 
Fletcher  who  died  in  1620  in  Plymouth;  Roger  Fletcher,  who  came  from  Lon¬ 
don,  end  bss  ia  Boston  in  1646 ;  and  Joseph  Fletcher  an  important  man  of 
Salisbury;  all  these  having  settled  in  the  Colony  of  Masseeh :seti s  Ray. 

Then  there  was  John  Fletcher  of  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  who  died  in  1662; 
lohn  Fletcher,  a  physician  of  Portsmouth,  M. H. *  ;  the  Rev.  Seth,  or  teeth, 

Fletcher  cf  Taco,  and  his  son  Pendleton  also  of  that  to-*n,  her*?  very 


His  Bible  Record  will  be  published  soon  ia  the  Pew  England  Historical 
and.  Genealogical  Register. 
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early;  and  a  probable  relation  of  theirs,  Uiiliaa  Fletcher  also  of  Saco, 
who  died  there  in  1-363. 

We  are  not  curprieed  to  find  eo  many  early  immigrants  of  the  name  to 
New  England,  for  the  name  at  that  time  in  England  flas  not  uncommon.  With 
the  exception  of  Henry  Fletcher  of  Heading,  our  Robert  was  the  only  Fletcher 
in  Middlesex  County.  There  is  no  evidence  that  he  lived  anywhere  but  in 
Concord,  end  it  is  the  compiler's  opinion  that  he  probably  came  there  direct¬ 
ly  from  England,  between  1635  and  1637. 

Concord,  a  a:nali  town,  some  twenty  mi3es  northwest  of  Boston,  was  the 
first  town.  settled  iu  New  England  above  tide  water,  end  was  described  a  a 
being  "away  up  in  the  woods'’  when,  2  Sept.  1535,  tho  plentation  at  Fusketa- 
quic  was  grunted  as  the  town  of  Concord,  by  the  General  Court  of  Vtisaechu- 
eetts  Bay.  This  grant  was  made  to  Pev.  Peter  Bulkeiy  and  Fa  lor  3inon 
*  Willard  with  twelve  families  under  their  cere.  In  October  of  that  seme 

ye^r,  Pev.  John  Tones  with  sane  settlers  arrived  in  Boston,  destined  for 
the  new  plantation.  Unfortunately  the  original  petition  and  deed  are 
l?st.  Oth*.  r  early  settlers  cane  the  next  year,  among  them  c.  vr.  Fencer, 
Richard  Pice,  Hon.  Thomas  Flint,  William  lood,  and  others.  Hence  by  the 
time  the  church  was  organized,  5  July  1636,  there  we9  quite  g  little  colo¬ 
ny.  The  church  records  prior  to  1735  are  missing,  end  so  this  valuable 
source  of  data  is  closed  to  us. 

Cur  first  mention  cf  Robert  Fletcher  is  contai  ac  in  tho  Massachusetts 
Bay  Records,  volume  one,  page  200;  Coirt  held  at  Newtown  [Cambridge] ,  2 -j- 
163?  [  2  HOT.  1637],  "Pcbrt  Fletcher  was  chosen  rz  ssorne  cunstable  of  Con¬ 
cord.  ” 


. 


In  order  to  be  chosen  constable,  it  ?-ojld  seem  that  8  man  would  have 
to  be  fairly  well  known  to  his  towns  people  and  to  the  Court,  end  this 
seams  rather  conclusive  evidence  that  Robert  v?or  amongst  the  earliest 
settlers  in  Concord,  perhat>3  coning  with  Eulkely  und  filler  a  in  Ceptera- 
ber  1635.  Eulkely  is  supposed  to  have  cone  from  ^oodhill,  in  Bedford¬ 
shire,  end  viliard  from  Eent. 

Two  years  later  7?e  pet  the  next  mention  of  Robert  Fletcher,  the  record 
being  recorded  in  both  the  Court  of  Assistants,  snu  the  records  of  the 
Colony,  under  date  of  4  June  1639,  when  n  Rob  t  Fletcher  nas  die  charged, 
being  discharged,  being  not  found  faulty."  That  the  charge  was  is  not 
given  in  either  source.  (Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  Records,  1;367.) 

Shattuck  states  that  5  June  1644,  Robert  Fletcher  and  others  petitions 
the  honored  Court  for  cle uency  in  regard  to  an  action  concerning  their 
brother  Mr.  Ambrose  Martin.  Martin  was  of  course  a  "church  brother" 
and  the  case  an  ecclesiastical  one.  Ihera  Rhsttuck  found  this  case  is 
not  riven,  nor  can  it  be  found  in  any  of  the  sources  that  the  compiler 
has  covered. 

The  "History  of  the  Town  of  Concord,  Middlesex  County,  Massachusetts, 
From  Its  Earliest  Settlement  to  183?, "  etc.,  by  Lemuel  Chettuck,  wsc 
written  nearly  a  hundred  years  ago,  ana  it  is  very  probable  that  at  thet 
time  he  covered  material  that  is  now  no  longer  extant.  For  instance 
the  following  petition  which  is  of  th9  greatest  interest  cannot  be  found 
in  the  Middlesex  Court  Files,  nor  in  the  ’essachusetts  Archives.  Chat- 
tuck  exvlaina  that  in  1644,  a  number  of  the  Concord  inhabitants  went  with 
Rev.  John  Jones  to  Connecticut,  leaving  the  town  greatly  depopulated,  so 


. 


rcuch  sc,  that  those  re.iaining  asked  the  General  Court  tc  abate  their  taxes* 
Inesmuoh  go  Focert  Fletcher  wes  ono  of  those  oigniug  the  pe  tit  ion,  hence 
one  of  those  who  sas  not  in  sympathy  with  Jones  and  his  followers,  it  soaras 
quite  certain  that  he  did  not  cone  over  iu  October  163b  Kith  tho  said  Jones 
party.  This  petition  reads: 

"  To  the  Nor: 11  Governor,  Deputy  Governor,  with  tho  rest  of  the  Assist¬ 
ants  and  Deputies  of  the  Court  now  assembled.  The  humble  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Concord  shewsth: 

"  That  whereas  we  have  lived  most  of  us  at  Concord  since  our  coming  over 
into  these  parts,  and  are  not  conscious  unto  ourselves  that  we  have  been 
rronly  negligent  to  inploy  that  talent  God  hath  put  into  our  hands  to  our 
beat  understanding;  Neither  have  wee  found  any  special  hand  of  God  gone 
out  egeinst  us,  only  the  povertie  end  aeanneesQ  of  the  place  we  live  in 
not  answering  the  labour  bestowed  on  it,  together  with  the  badness  oad 
weetnes  of  the  neadowe3,  hath  consumed  most  of  the  estates  of  these  who 
have  hitherto  borne  the  burden  of  chargee  against  us,  end  therewith  the 
bodily  abilities  of  money.  This  being  soa  eminent  above  what  hath  be¬ 
fallen  other  plantations,  hath  occasioned  many  at  several!  times  to  de¬ 
part  from  us,  and  this  lest  summer,  in  tho  end  of  it,  a  7th  or  6th  part 
of  the  Towns  went  to  tho  eouth*srd  with  Ur.  Jono3  sad  fjany  more  resolved 
to  goe  after  them,  so  that  cieney  houses  in  the  Tonne  stand  voyu  of  Inhabi¬ 
tants,  end  ncre  ere  likely  to  be;  and  we  are  confident  that  if  conscience 
had  not  restrained,  fearing  the  dissolution  of  the  Towne  by  their  remove- 
nil,  very  many  had  departed  to  one  place  cr  other  where  Frovidenca  should 
have  hopefully  - 


■romised  a  livelihood 


' 

- 


"  This  our  condition  we  thought  it  our  duty  to  informs  you  of,  leering 
leQ3t  if  more  go  from  us  we  shall  neither  re  iayne  as  &  congregation  nor  a 
tor/ne,  and  then,  such  &s  are  moat  unwilling  to  depart,  whiles  there  reoayne 
any  hopes  of  ordinance  amongst  us ,  ill  be  enforced  to  leave  the  place, 
which  if  it  should  cone  to  peas,  wee  desire  this  nay  testify  on  tho  behalf 
of  such,  it  v.aa  not  a  rnynd  unsatisfysd  with  whet  was  convenient,  which  oc¬ 
casioned  then  to  depart,  but  nearly  to  attuine  e  subsistence  for  thenaeives 
and  such  an  depend  on  then,  and  to  enjoy  ordinances.  If  it  be  seyd,  wee 
may  go  to  other  places  and  meets  with  as  nary  difficulties  as  here,  experi¬ 
ence  herein  satisfies  us  against  many  reasons.  Cuch  as  hardly  subsisted 
with  us,  and  were  none  of  the  ablest  amongst  ub,  either  for  labour  or  or¬ 
dering  their  occasions,  heve  Much  thriven  in  other  places  they  hove  removed 
unto.  Our  humble  request  is  you  would  be  pleased  to  consider  how  unable 
wo  ure  to  beare  with  our  brethren  tho  canon  charges,  the  premises  consider¬ 


ed. 


Richard  Griffin 
Joseph  nine  el  er 
Timothy  Fheelor 
George  wheeler 
John  Snedloy 
Thomas  Bate  nan 


Robert  Tie  Ichor 


Walter  .dmondn 


William  Hunt 


YTiliiau  77ocd 


Tales  Flood 


Joseph  h'iddlebrooke 


These  in  tho  name  of  the  rest." 

(Fhottnck* s  ""1  atomy  of  Concord") 

This  action  sns  presented  14  '.'ay  1045  end  ie  attested  to  by  tho  props: 
authorities.  It  ic  endorsed,  "  T7e  conceive  the  petitioners  of  Concord 


- 


should  (in  consideration  of  the  reasons  alleuged  in  this  petition;  be  con¬ 
sidered  in  their  rates;  but  ho??  rauch,  wee  leave  to  those  thet  are  appoynted 
to  assess  the  several  towns  'shen  any  levie  is  to  bo  made.’’  (ibid.  ) 

There  is  a  3ilenco  in  the  old  records  in  regard  to  Robert  for  nearly  tan 
years,  then,  4  Sept.  1034,  a  letter  of  invitation  wan  extended  by  the  new 
plantation  of  Chelmsford  to  Rov.  fohn  risk©  of  Wenhaa,  under  the  hands  of 
”Robt.  Fischer,  Tho:  Adams,  Tn.  Fletcher,  '.ha.  Buttered:"  in  the  name  of 
the  rest.* 

Chelmsford,  u  tovm.  north  of  Concord,  was  officially  established  as  a 
separate  town,  SO  'ey  165b,  bo  ins  known  as  the  ue?/  plantation  before  this. 

It  is  evident  that  Robert  was  interested  in  this  town,  although  he  apparent¬ 
ly  lived  with  his  son  Francis  Fletcher  in  Concord,  the  only  son  to  remain 
in  Concord. 

About  1375,  Tho’rva s  Bellows  yuan  reed  through  the  Middlesex  County  Court 
Riles  to  the  end  of  lu73,  and  node  note  of  the  various  persons  mentioned  in 
the  ori  ;in'<l  papers  therein.  These  notes  ere  now  in  the  possession,  of  the 
Mew  Borland  Fistoric-Oenealogicel  fociety,  and  although  by  no  .noano  without 
error,  provide  an  index  of  those  papers  which  arc  in  themselves  a  veritable 
ni^e  of  information  concerning  the  earl/  settlers  of  Middlesex  County. 

From  hia  notes  «e  learn  that  Z0  Nov.  1656,  in  a  Concord  venire,  Robert 
Fletcher  was  named  as  a  jurymen.  Also  an  undated  paper,  filed  with  the 
papers  for  that  sane  year,  presents  a  petition  of  the  Concord  inhabitants 

*  History  cf  Chelmsford,  published  1917,  an  excellent  piece  of  work.  Ho 


record  of  this  invitation  esn  be  found  in  the  Archives  of  Massachusetts 


. 
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ebo  xt  the  building  02'  tro  needed  bridges  In  that  town,  among  the  signers 
appears  tvs  autograph  of  "Robert  f f letchor* "  (Middlesex  Cewrt  Filcm) 

Hudson’s  History  of  Concord,  states  that  in  165.1  e  no?.-  town  bock  was 
purchased  by  the  town  of  Concord  to  supplant  the  old  one,  all  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  being  required  to  enter  their  holdings  in  the  same,  and  that  Fran¬ 
cis  Fletcher  recorded  his  as  being  seventeen  lots,  437  acres,  in  the  east¬ 
ern  quarter  of  the  town,  Robert  not  recording  his.  ["hon  tie  compiler 
examined  the  Town  Records  she  did  not  find  any  such  entry ,  in  that  year.] 

2  Jen.  1657,  Thomas  Fox  of  Concord  made  his  will,  the  two  witnesses  be¬ 
ing  Hdwcrd  liulkely  ana  "Robert  Fletcher"  both  signing  their  nones.  His 
estate  was  prized  23  Apr.  165'5,  by  ’"Thomas  Brookes  his  marke”  end  "Robert 
ffletcher  his  .name. "  The  entire  inventory  etc.  is  written  by  one  hand 
hence  the  use  of  the  roams.  (Hid  die  sex  Probate,  6397.) 

The  next  month,  17  May  1653,  a  petition  to  the  General  Court  asking 
the  privilege  of  trade  with  the  Indians  was  signed  by  thirty-three  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  Chelmsford,  among  then  being  "Hilliaa  Fletcher,”  and"Roberd 
Flecher. M  This  a  copy  and  is  written  in.  one  hand.  (Hassr-chu setts  ..i— 

chives,  115:13.) 

Hyman  notes  that  14  Mar.  1660-61,  the  two  jurors  for  Concord  were  Rober 
Fletcher  and  Hr. sign  Joseph  "heeler;  and  that  2  Apr.  1651,  a  petition  was 
presented  by  Robert  Fletcher  of  Concord  "in  the  nano  of  the  rest”  in  re¬ 
gard  to  v.’iliian  Borden  a  brickaaksr  who  had  been  warned  out  of  town  and 
had  cone  bach  again  "with  that  he  calls  his  vife.”  {  v^ar. *s  *  otes.  ) 
Although  the  present  earliest  book  of  town  records  for  Concord  begins 
in  1663,  there  is  only  one  mention  cf  Robert’s  lands,  Vi's:  b  -  1  -  62 


- 


.  it  fouer  scar® 


[  5  Mar.  1662]  The  first  division  of  Samuel  1  -treaton  .  • 
ct  Elcva  brooks  hill  Cent  [name  omitted]  possesiur  too  acern  and  T,,obert 
ffletcher  possesing  the  other  too.**  (Concord  Town  Records.)* 

About  this  time  nearly  all  the  inhabitants  entered  th°ir  possessions  in 
the  Concord  Records,  but  nowhere  is  there  any  mention  of  Roberta  lands, 
even  as  a  boundary.  As  his  son,  Francis,  entered  his  land3  in  1665,  it 
is  to  be  assumed  that  he  hod  civen  his  lands  to  his  said  so*1  Francis  by 
that  year.  Francis’s  land  is  mentioned  again  and  egain  so  a  boundary. 

7  Sept.  1654,  a  petition  of  Robert  Fletcher  and  two  others  was  filed 
in  court  concerning  cue  Joseph  Lanson,  vho  had  previously  bean  complained 
of  but  a ho  had  been  repentant  of  his  nis-deeds,  so  that  the  signers  state 
"we  doe  pase  it  by.”  (Middlesex  Court  Files.  ) 

A  Luke  Fletcher  of  Concord  died  in  1655,  intestate,  and  as  Robert  served 
as  the  administrator  on  the  estete,  it  rould  seen  logical  to  conclude  that 
Luke  was  one  of  his  eons.** 

"  An  Inventory  of  the  estat  of  Luke  f lecher  Late  of  Co'>c^rd  deceased" 
was  taken  by  f.eorg  'heeller  and  John  hepgood,  30  ’'ay  1525,  the  personal 
estate  being  F41-I0-9,  no  real  estate  being  listed. 

"  June  20  1565.  Robert  fletcher  appearing  in  Court  is  granted  acnini- 
stration  on  the  Estate  of  y  above  named  Luke  fletcher  deced."  (Middle¬ 
sex  Probate,  7334.) 

*  The  records  from  1635  to  1695  are  incomplete.  The  first  book  had  been 
copied  and  30  r:6  admirable  person  has  c^oss-indexed  it. 

There  is  of  course  the  possibility  that  Luke  was  e  brother  of  Robert. 


' 
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Four  years  later  Robert  Fletcher  was  blind  as  tbs  following  petition  to 
the  Middlesex  Court  cites: 

*  To  the  Honoured  ’  'agist  rates  assembled  in  Court  at  Chari  s  ton  n  June.  15. 

69: 

The  humble  petition  of  Pobert  fflotcher  Inhabitant  of  Concord: 

Humbly  .Theweth, 

That  Aherns  Joshua  ffletcher  (grand  30n  unto  yor  petitioner)  by  reason 
of  hio  sinfull  miscarriage  (.•7hich  hath  proved  b  Creifo  of  heart,  k  matter 
of  3erious  humiliation  before  the  throne  of  greco  to  yor  petitioner: )  did 
Incur ro  the  penalty  of  20~\  by  sentence  of  the  honoured  Court  held  at 
Cambridge  in  the  2°  non:  63:  which  penalty  whether  proportioned  unto  the 
demeritt ,  yor  petitioner  does  in  no  v?iee  Call  into  question,  but  does  hum- 

y  X"S 

bly  acquiesce  in;  accounting  it  amongst  the  number  of  p~cis  favo  of  Cod, 
afforded  no  his  people  in  this  Coll:  that  those  -..horn  bee  has  placed  ever 
them  in  Authority  Civill,  doe  execute  Justice  k  Jugmt  in  the  Gates  of  or 
Israeli:  becoming  a  terror  to  Hvill  doors,  as  c  praise  x  Hncouragmt  to 
them  that  doe  well. 

Yet  as  being  not  altogether  without  hope,  but  that  there  may  yet  bsc  Hoorn 
found  for  mitigation  of  the  foreaent ioaed  sentence:  Yo  humble  petitioner 
doth  eddresse  himself©  unto  yo  Tcrshlps  for  that  end,  Colemly  pressing 
that  if  heo  thought  it  either  displeasing  unto  god,  or  offensive  unto  yor 
worships,  hee  *7G.ild  not  at  All  have  !'ooved  hence: 

But  yo*  hulble  petitioner  Considering;  As,  the  condition  of  his  son  ’illiam 
(the  person  obliged  for  the  payment  of  the  fo rementioned  surne)  In.  Regard 
of  the  difficulty  of  disbursing  such  a  aume,  et  such  a  juncture  of  time, 


sv;  it 

. 
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wherin  the  labour  of  the  husbandman  tor  some  years  hath  in  a  great  measure 
failed:  Especially  other  occasions  (chiefly  in  respect  of  the  aforesaid 
Joshua's  settlement)  pressing  him.  For  also  the  Condition  of  yo~  peti¬ 
tioner  (engaged  to  his  son  ??illm  (if  there  bee  no  abatemt  of  the  aforesaid 
penalty)  to  bee  helpful!  to  him  therin)  whoa  Cod  hath  been  pleased  to  ex¬ 
ercise  with  the  bereavemt  of  his  sight;  &  of  his  yokefellow  little  less 
then  bereaved  in  the  same  kind;  &  both  of  them  labouring  under  the  in- 
fimityes  of  old  ago,  wherby,  they  ere  incapacitated  to  doe  that,  which 
irj&y  bee  for  their  supply  os  to  teap^1,  &  not  knowing  what  dependance,  God 
may  in  his  providence  cast  then  to  have,  upon  their  children: 

As  also  not  forgetting  some  measure  of  Good  effect,  by  the  sentence  of  the 

r  r 

hon  d  Court,  which  yo  petitioner  hopeth  is  wrought  upon  his  Grandson,  the 
aforosaid  Joshua,  of  whom  yoA  petitioner  heareth  better  things  than  former- 

•jo  p 

ly:  (which  yo  petitioner  hopeth  may  ba  an  Indueeiat  to  yo  worships  to 

ri 

Consider  of  his  humble  Motion)  These  Considerations  in  cheife  mooring  yo 
petitioner  is  emboldened  to  have  recourse  to  yo1*  worships,  (of  whose  will- 
ingness3  to  shew  mercy,  as  well  as  Consoionco  of  duty  to  inflict  penalty, 
hee  doubteth  not)  for  at  least  an  Alleviation  &  mitigation  of  the  afore¬ 
said  renal ty  which  if  God  Shall  direct  yor  hearts  unto,  yor  petitioner  A-, 
Hie,  will  have  abundant  Cause  to  acknowledge  yor  worships  Lenity,  &  yor 
poor  Aged  petitioner,  humbly  to  blecse  God  for  enclining  yor  hearts  to 
answer  his  request;  &  shall  Continue  to  pray  unto  the  God  of  all  grace, 

y 

k  who  puttath  a  divinne  sentence  into  the  Lipps,  for  his  benediction  up- 

x* 

on  All  yo  Worships  Civil  Administrations. 

Robert  f flotcher. * 


(Middlesex  Court  Files. ) 


. 


The  ebove  petition  ia  of  much  interest  for  not  only  does  it  mention  the 
son  Tilliaoa,  end  the  grandeon  Joshua,  but  we  also  learn  that  Robert  «as  aged 
and  blind,  and  that  his  wife  elso  alive  at  the  time,  was  likes iee  aged  and 
infirm.  The  charge  etc#,  against  Joshua  will  be  given  briefly  in  the  ac¬ 
count  of  his  father,  TTilliam*  Fletcher. 

It  seems  fitting  here  to  cell  attention  to  some  errors  in  V7y man’s  Notes, 
which  have  caused  much  speculation  by  various  searchers  and  genealogists, 
but  which  no  one  apparently  has  ever  tried  to  verify.  This  the  ccmpilor 
has  done,  and  by  recourse  to  the  original  Court  papers,  has  settled  the 
matter  for  ell  tiue. 

Wyman  states  that  5  Apr.  1653,  Thomas  Blanchard  appears  in  Court  with 
a  paper  which  mentions  Hannah  Blanchard,  the  widow  of  my  eon  Thomas,  her 
two  children,  I.'arie  and  Sarah,  who  had  become  the  wife  of  Richard  Oerdi- 
nor  etc.  Another  paper  filed  with  this  one,  contained  o  list  of  debt3 
that  Blanchard’s  son  did  owe  various  men,  among  them  "ray  fether  Goodman 
Fletcher.”  ( ?>'yica n ♦  s  Rotes ,  1:24/..)  From  this  it  would  aopear  that 

tho  said  Hannah  was  a  daughter  of  Robert  Fletcher,  married  first  Thomas 
Blanchard  of  Charlestown,  Hass.,  who  died  in  February  1651,  and  who  mar¬ 
ried  eecondly,  13  Oct.  1651,  Richard  Gardiner  of  Tfoburn.* 

The  original  papers  are  to  be  found  in  the  Court  Files,  for  county- 
court  proceedings  prior  to  1622  are  not  at  the  Registry  of  Prebate.  The 
inventory  of  Thomas  Blanchard  Jr.’s  estate,  Thomas  Blanchard  Sr.’s  peti¬ 
tion,  and  the  liBt  of  debts  mentioned  by  Fryman,  may  be  noted  in  which  wo 
see  that  the  items  read: 

*  The  compiler  examined  everything  possible  re  Blanchard  and  Gardiner. 


•  -  — .  rM  ■  .M  .ft 


wi  Him  u  o'  :  'J  o:  ui  •  "  tttal 


w  To  r y  Father 


04-01-00 
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To  Goodman  Parker  01-19-00 

To  Goodman  Fletcher  01-00-00” 

(Middlesex  Court  files,) 

Hence  Wyman  In  reading  this,  or  in  transcribing  Ms  own  notes,  omitted 
the  Parker  item,  end  noted  "To  ny  Father  Goodman  Fletcher."  Hamah  ras 
not  a  daughter  of  Goodman  Robert  Fletcher,  Just  who  6he  was  is  not  known. 

Again,  Wyman  gives  in  his  Kotos  under  date  cf  27  Apr.  1372,  that  the 
testimony  of  George  Eroughtoa  aged  28,  and  that  of  Jerusha  Fletcher  aged 
18,  was  given  in  Court,  in  regard  to  a  case  of  inquest  concerning  Zechariah 
Smith,  said  Smith  boing  evidently  a  bastard  child  by  th9  daughter  of  Rich¬ 
ard  Sawtell.  Again  searchers  have  tried  to  explain  who  this  Jerusha 
Fletcher  bora  in  1654  was. 

An e  xaxination  of  the  original  papers  soon  proved  that  Wyman  either 
misread  the  original,  or  misread  his  own  notes,  for  the  young  lady  was  not 
e  Fletcher  but  a  Jerusha  Hitchcoke.  (Middlesex  Court  Files.) 

^yman  made  enother  error  in  regard  to  Robert’s  daughter  Gricaall  which 
will  be  taken  up  under  account. 

7,'yman’R  "otes  end  with  the  year  1673,  so  the  compiler  read  through  all 
the  original  papers  until  the  year  1670,  a  matter  which  took  much  tine,  to 
be  oure  that  there  was  no  further  mention  of  Robert  and  hie  family,  Robert 
died  in  Aorll  1677. 

There  is  no  mention  of  Robert  Fletcher  in  the  ?iiddle3ex  County  Deeds,  in 
the  Supreme  Court  Records"  and  in  other  sources  covered,  both  printed  and 

*  In  a  Dunste.ble,  Maas.,  Record  the  lend  cf  Robert  Fletcher  is  mentioned, 
nothing  further  given,  and  no  date.  (Supreme  Court  Records.  25072. ) 
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rrianuscrlpt  records,  of  arc  further  importance,  except  of  course  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  his  estate  and  his  will  a  copy  of  which  follows. 

He  and  his  wife  died  so  early  that  it  is  doubtful  if  gravestones  in  0yr 
sense  of  the  tern  were  erected  to  their  memory ,  and  the  field  stones  custom¬ 
ary  at  the  time  which  marked  their  graves,  perhaps  on  Francis’s  land  in 
Concord,  are  gone  with  tho  ages. 

A  copy  of  the  original  will  and  invontory  follows: 

th 

"  the  4  of  fobruary  1672 

These  say  Certyfle  'Thom  it  nay  Concern  that  I  Robert  f lecher  of  Concord 
in  the  County  of  midelsex  in  the  Government  of  the  masebusets  Jurisdiction 
in  Rew  england  being  about  fouerscor  years  of  edge:  yet  through  the  high 
favor  of  almighty  God  I  have  my  undestanding  in  a  Competent  measure  al- 
thoug  I  find  much  VTeaknes  in  my  body:  doe  therefore  declare  this  to  boo 
cii’  last  7/ill  and  Testeraeat  -  I  doe  heorby  eckno^led  that  God  to  bee  my 
God  who  made  the  Tforld  by  the  tford  of  hie  power  77ho  out  of  his  unspeak- 
abell  Goodnes  hath  Given  to  mee  my  life  and  breath  with  the  euport  of  it 
hotherto  -  I  also  beleve  in  and  Rouil  Recife  upon  Jesus  Christ  bin  only 
8onn  that  was  Given  to  bee  a  propitiation  for  my  einn  and  perfectly  to 
fulfill  the  Righteouse  law  of  God  for  nee  that  soe  I  might  obtain  bojldr.es 
att  the  throne  of  Graeco  'Then  hee  shalbeo  admired  of  all  his  esint-s  - 
Tho  out  of  his  infinite  love  accordinge  to  his  promise  hath  sent  the 
opirit  to  eealle  unto  nee  ny  adoption  and  fellowship  both  with  tba  father 
end  Himself  in  the  full  asurance  whereof  I  doe  heeby  Resign  my  eouli  into 
the  hands  of  that  God  that  Gave  it  nee  -  as  likwi3e  ny  body  to  the  earth 
from  Thence  it  7?ae  taken:  to  bee  decently  buryied  by  ny  three  conns  and 


' 

,  •  •  qt.0"  i  J  to 

- 
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the  expe.nce  thearof  to  be  deducted  out  or  rjf  estate  -  and  for  the  Rest  c£ 
sy  estate  that  the  lord  hath  lent  us?  V*hich  I  have  not  formerly  disposed  of 
I  do  hearby  declare  -  that  it  is  ray  ^111  that  my  eonn  fraud s  and  his  lov¬ 
ing  and  loved  Wifo  do9  take  the  special!  Care  of  my  loving  Wife  for  long 
os  the  lord  shall  Continue  her  and  them  in  the  land  of  the  living  as  for¬ 
merly  “  and  in  Case  ehee  shall  stand  in  neede  or  see  Cause  to  nako  use  of 
any  part  of  this  estet  hearafter  to  be  mentioned  for  her  own  Comfort  that 
shoe  shal  hearby  have  lawfull  po^er  soe  to  doe  and  after  her  decease  my 
Will  is  that  it  nay  be  devidod  as  follovrsth  videlicet  -  into  t^o  equall 
psrtts  and  my  Will  is  that  ray  sonns  William  and  saauell  may  have  on  of 
the  parts  equally  devidod  betwixt  them  and  that  ray  eonn  frauds  shall 
hevo  the  other  part  Who  I  do  hearby  appoint  to  bee  my  Wholl  executor  tc 
this  ray  lest  Will  utterly  P.evoakirrg  all  other  former  Wills  -  end  I  doe 

appoint  for  overseers  to  this  qy  Will  ray  Trusty  end  lovinge  fronds  deacon 

of  Concord 

Robert  rairiam  deacon  luke  potter - I  have  hearunto  anexed  a 

sedull  [schedule]  of  What  le  n y  estate  according  to  ray  present  Pemam- 
brance  in  Witness  theeref  I  have  set  to  ray  hand  and  sealo  the  day  and 
yoare  above  Written 

signd  end  sealed  in  the  presenc  of  us  the  nark  of 

John  hoare  Robert  flechor* 

Nathaniell  IIcw  [Gtow?]  attested  upon  oath  in  Court 

June  19  77  ss  attest 

12  nay  1677, 

an  Inventory  and  prisall  of  the  Eastat  of 
Robert  fflotcher  deceased  breath  [brought]  in 


before  us  whose  nemos  are  under  written  as 


. 
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followeth: 

It  in  wearing  paril  as  Clothes  -  OCR  -  07  ~Q 
It  bedstead  an  and  ted  lag - —  04  -  03  -0 

It  in  debt e s  un  paid - - -  20  -  19  -8 

28  -  13  -6 


Robert  ffletcher 
Invent,  1677 
Ent.  lib*  4.  p.  249* 
11.  12.  77. 


It  disbru aments  by  his  Gon  ffrancis  ffletcher 
at  hi a  mothers  and  fathers  berirall 

Cost  bin  he  saith - - - 0-0 

Timothy  Wheller 
Robert  Meriam 
Luke  Potter 

Sworn  by  ffrancia  flotchor 
June  19  1677::  In  Court  as 


.  A  .  . 

CL  V  ItOOWOl 

J  R  Cl:" 


F.  D.  R. 

Vol.  4  -  266." 

(Middlesex  Probqte ,  7913. ) 

The  Itisoellaneous  County  Court  Book*  page  156,  contains: 

"  An  Inventoiy  of  the  estate  of  Francis  [sic  should  be  Robert]  Fletcher 


Through  the  efforts  of  :'ary  Lovering  Holman  the  original  county  court 
papers  prior  to  1G92  were  examined  in  the  Files  and  all  Probate  Records  were 
copied  about  fifteen  years  ego  in  one  large  book  known  as  the  Miscellaneous 
County  Court  Book,  said  voluraa  being  now  on  file  at  the  Probate  Registry. 


■ 


-  Id  - 


was  prssntad  in  Court  fc  attested  on  oath  by  Fra:  Fletcher, H  County  Court 
19  June  1077. 

The  following  original  paper  is  preserved  in  the  Archives  of  the  Harvard 
College  Library: 

*  An  hgreemt  made  and  agreed  upon  by  the  tOs?ne  and  Church  of  Concord 
concerning  the  Colledge  att  Cambridge,  made  Aug*  22*  1653'  It  is  agreed 
by  the  company  of  the  eayd  tonne  end  church,  to  give  yeerely  the  eune 
of  five  pounds  for  the  use  of  the  sayd  Colledge  to  be  leavyed  upon  the  same 
towne  after  the  sam6  rammer  as  the  other  rates  are-  leavyed  end  to  be  payd 

in  att  or  before  the  last  of  yQ  moneth  of  Hay.  the  sayd  yearely  sune  of 

li 

5  to  continue  for  the  space  of  seven  yeares,  and  then  to  be  ether  re¬ 
newed  if  it  shall  appear©  that  it  nay  be  improved  for  good,  or  otherwise 
se  to  be  att  libertye  to  doe  according  to  the  atate  of  things  then  being. 
And  for  the  torne  of  seven  years  uf  oresayd,  the  eayd  tosne  of  Concord 
doth  desire  that  xhis  order  nay  bo  recorded  in  the  court,  and  confirmed 
by  the  authorietye  of  the  same.  In  wittnes  of  our  coneont  hereto,  re 
have  hereto  sett  our  heudea  the  day  Gnd  yeare  above  written. 

Pet:  Bulkeley  James  Blood 

Simon  «iliard  fc'illian  hutterik 


Timothy  wheler 
Robert  Uerieia 
Thomas  ?  Brooks  mark 


Nathaniel  Bell 


Humphrey  Barat 


Geo  Hsriam 


Joseph  wheller 
Robert  Fletcher 
Oeorg  wheler 


■  - 


•S’ilillian  *7  woods  nark 


Janes  Hosaor 

John  Gnadly 

Thoaas  wheeler 

Luke  Potter 

Thoas.3  Baterjan 

Coo:  Eea^ard 

Joshua  Ednands 

Baptist  0  Saedleyea  nark 

John  .To  art  liford 

V.illiaia  Hunt 

Henry  fTerBell 

Uichaell  hoed 

Jolw  Eilcs 

Thoiaas  ffozo 

Richard  FP  Rice  his  nark 

Thoiaao  Einckemen 

r?ill  buase 

John  Jones 
Gillian  Tel ier 
Thanes  Doene 
see  wheat e 
Gillian  under  wood 
Thera  s  Stow 
Thonae  Brown 


Joseph  7.;irriera 


1  ajuroilT 
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Obsdia  wheeler 
Thome  e  Hekeyn 
Usury  woodis.” 

[Copy  of  photostat  from  original,  a  copy  also  appears  in  the  printed 
Colonial  Society  of  Massachusetts,  vol.  xii:234,  but  the  compiler  does 
not  agree  with  this  printed  copy*] 

In  regard,  to  the  natter  cf  Rev.  John  Fiske's  Note  Book: 

In  the  Proceedings  of  the  Llassachusetts  Historical  Society,  1397-1999, 
Second  Series,  Volume  12,  pages  317-338,  are  extracts  from  Rev.  John  Fiske’e 
Note  Book,  as  communicated  to  said  Society  by  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Green,  October 
1890,  page  222  gives  the  following: 

*  Upon  4  of  7th  1054  was  dated  a  L?  under  tho  hands  of  Rob^  Fletcher, 

Tho:  Adairs,  $y  Fletcher,  V»V  Buttereck  in  the  n&  of  the  rest,  engaged  in 
tho  U.  plantation  at  Chelmsford,  whri:i  the  paeto'  with  the  rest  of  this 
church  at  VTenliaia  were  Invited.” 

It  wee  probably  from  this  said  source,  the  Proceedings,  that  the  author 

of  the  History  of  Chelmsford,  cud  the  compilers  of  the  printed  vital  records 

of  Chelmsford  (Ssser  Institute  of  Salem,  Maeo. )  secured  their  data. 

The  Librarian  of  the  Laser  Institute  has  informed  the  conpiler  of  this 

account  that  after  tho  said  Institute  had  published  the  Chelmsford  Records, 

Dr.  Green  gave  the  original  Note  Book  to  the  Institute  and  also  gave  a 

that 

copy  of  the  said  Manuscript  to  them,  and  both  the  original  Note  3ook  and 

/ 

copy  are  now  in  their  possession.  The  reason  that  this  old  record  was 

given  to  them  was  because  Rev.  John  Flake  came  originally  to  Salem,  Lssox 


County,  Llaas. 


■ 
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The  letter  to  -sshich  the  author  of  tho  Hoto  Book  refers  has  presumably 
long  perished,  so  that  it  is  doubtful  if  anyone  now  lining  bee  seen  the 
original  signature  of  Hobert  Fletcher  upon  it* 


Children  probably  all  born  in  Ragland: 

g 

i.  Crlnaoll  ,  b.  about  1013;  n.  Thomas  Jewell,  Humphry  Griggs,  Henry 
Ill b by ,  John  Gurney,  and  John  Burge* 


s. 

ii. 

Francis, 

b.  about  1520; 

n. 

Hizabeth 

.iheeler* 

A 

iii* 

•VI  Ml  nr.x 
i.  -k.  i- 

Vi  b  gr.  .  ^  >k  1  ft  G  O  • 

n. 

—  and  Lydia  ( — «— )  Bates. 

w)#  SOOwkV  iu^u) 

nacneu 

it. 

Luke,  b. 

about  1623,  d* 

o* 

Hay  1055, 

Concord,  apparently  unmarried* 

For  the  settlement  of  his  estate  see  his  father,  Robert’s 
account. 

5*  v.  Samuel,  b.  in  1032;  a,  Margaret  Hoilstone,  Hannah  roster,  and 
liar/  (Stow)  Cotton* 
probably  others. 
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In  1CG9,  the  will  of  William  Hartwell,  another  early  settler  of  Con¬ 
cord,  mentions  "my  Coseen  ffrencis  ffletcher."  What  was  the  relation 
of  William  Hartwell  to  Francis,  son  of  Robert  Fletcher? 

It  that  tine,  the  tern  of  "cousin”  was  generally  applied  to  a  nephew 
or  niece,  but  was  sonetines  used  in  a  no re  renote  sense  as  a  sort  of  kins¬ 
man*  fust  hew  William  Hartwell  used  the  tern  is  not  known*  Wo  do  know 
that  William  Hartwell ’a  sen,  Samuel  Hartwell,  tarried  Hath  Wheeler  the 
daughter  of  C-corge  Wheeler,  and  that  Francis  Fletcher  married  her  slater, 
Zlizabeth  -heeler*  Konce  William  Hartwell’s  daughter-in-law's  brother- 
in-la?.  was  Francis  Fletcher*  One  w orders  if  william  Hartwell’s  sister 
married  Robert  Fletcher,  of  if  his  (that  is  Kart??ell’s)  wife  nay  have  been 
a  daughter  of  Robert  Fletcher,  or  if  William  Hartwell’s  wife  nay  have  been 
a  sister  of  Robert  Fletcher,  or  if  3oid  lillian  lurtwoll’s  wife  may  have 
been  a  sister  of  Robert  Fletcher’s  wife.  There  are  so  many  possibilities. 

We  must  bear  in  mind  one  feet,  that  T.'illium  Hartwoll  was  d'  the  generation 
of  Robert  Flotcher’s  children,  and  about  the  saia  age  aa  his  "Consen  ffrancis 
ffletcher. ” 


TTillian  Hartwell  bora  in  .^uglund,  about  1614,  diod  in  Concord,  Haas., 
12  ior.  1089-90,  agsd  seventy-six  years.  He  lived  in  that  part  of  Con¬ 
cord,  now  Lincoln,  and  the  old  house,  port  of  which  is  claimed  to  have 
been  built  by  him,  is  still  in  the  possession  of  the  Hartwell  family. 

He  was  a  Quartermaster,  ties  made  e  Freeman  in  1642,  and  was  one  of  the 
petitioners  for  thu  Chelnaford  grant.  In  Lis  will  ho  named  his  aife 
"Jezan”  who  survived  him  and  died  in  Concord  in  1696 .  Whether  she  was 

the  mother  of  hie  children  is  act  known,  her  nano  as  it  appears  in  his 


- 


will,  and  again  in  connection  w ith  the  aettleaent  of  hi3  estate  is  plain¬ 
ly  "Jazan.’’  Children  (Harteell},  (1}  Gillian,  bom  1638;  (2)  John,  bom 
£3  Feb.  1641;  (3)  Mary,  born  1C43;  (4)  S&auel .  born  £6  Mar.  1045;  (5) 
Martha,  born  25  Apr.  1642;  (6)  Sarah;  ho  is  also  said  to  have  Lad  sons, 
Jonathan  and  Katheaiel,  but  nothing  ie  kncan  of  then. 
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2.  GRI3SKLL*''  FLKICECR  (Robert**-),  probably  torn  in  England,  about  1618, 
died  in  Chelmsford,  Mass*,  9  July  1669.  She  married  first,  as  a  second 
wife,  about  1640,  Thomas  Jewell  of  Braintree,  Mess.,  «ho  died  in  the 
Spring  of  1664*;  she  married  secondly,  in  Braintree,  1  Nov.  1655,  Hum¬ 
phry  Griggs,  who  died  in  1657;  she  carried  thirdly,  es  a  eecond  wife,  in 
Dorchester,  Moss.,  8  Oct.  1657,  Henry  Kibby,  who  died  there,  10  Aug.  1661 
she  worried  fourthly,  in  Braintree,  12  !<oy.  1661,  Ey  Peter  Brackett ,  John 
Gurney  Sr.,  who  died  in  1662-63;  she  married  fifthly,  in  Chelmsford,  3 
July  1667,  John  Burge,  as  hie  third  wife,  he  dying  in  Dorchester,  22  Oct. 
1676. 

The  following  notes  were  made  from  an  account  of  John  Burge  cf  ?'ey- 
nouth,  Mass. ,  compiled  by  I^ary  Lovering  Holman  for  :.ire.  Charles  Pills- 
bury  of  Minneapolis,  which  Mrs.  Pillsbury  expects  to  publish  in  n  Pock 
of  general  ancestry. 

John  Burge,  an  early  settler  of  Weymouth,  Hass.,  after  hie  wife  Re¬ 
becca’s  death  1  May  1661,  removed  to  Chelmsford,  where  he  married,  9 
June  1662,  Mary  (Stegmes)  Lerned,  being  called  "late  of  Ce\^!louth,,  in 
the  rurriege  record.  She  was  the  widow  of  Isaac  Lerned  end  died  in 
Chelmsford,  8  Jan.  1653.**  Ho  married  thirdly,  in  Chelmsford,  3  July 
1667,  Grissell  (Fletcher)  (Jewell)  (Griggs)  Gurney,  daughter  of  Robert 
and  slater  of  William  Fletcher,  she  died  there,  9  July  1059.  He  mar- 

*  See  New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  £2:43-46. 

**  Wynan  notes  that  in  1663,  the  inventory  of  the  estate  belonging  to 
Mary  Lernct  widdow  now  in  the  hands  of  John  3uri*e  of  Chelmsford  her  sur¬ 
viving  husbsnd,  ra e  appreisod  by  Tfillian  Fletcher,  Thomas  Huntsman,  and 
Jacob  Perker.  ".L.H. 


23  - 


i-Led.  fourthly,  there,  6  Sept.  1677,  Jan©  Cornell,  wealthy  widow  of  John 
Cornell,  and  removed  to  Dorchester  to  fcer  home,  where  she  died  testate, 

4  Apr.  1673,  and  he  died  testate,  22  Oct.  1678. 

lira.  Holnan  then  follows  her  account  with  some  biographical  data  con¬ 
cerning  John  Burge  with  hie  land  records,  estate,  and  list  of  childrsn, 
continuing  7;ith  a  short  account  of  each  of  hie  four  wives.  We  are  of 
course  only  interested  in  the  third  wife,  Crissell  Fletcher,  hername  al¬ 
so  being  spelled  in  the  different  records  es  Griazell,  Grisel,  etc. 

The  third  wife,  Crissell,  was  the  daughter  of  Robert  Fletcher,  an  early 

settler  of  Concord,  who  had  connections  also  with  Chelmsford,  she  being 

married  five  times.  She  married  first,  about  1640,  Thomas  Jewell,  who 

wa3  given  e  grant  of  land  in  Braintree  for  three  heads  that  year,  she 

being  a  second  wife,  as  Jewell  had  had  an  eldest  son  by  c  first  wife, 

namely,  Thomas  Jewell  Jr.  By  him  she  had  four  children.  Thomas  Jewell 

made  his  will,  10  Apr.  1664,  proved  21  July  1654,  in  which  he  gave,  •'all 
e 

y  estate  to  ray  wife  to  her  as  long  ae  she  is  a  wiadow  if  she  mary  then 

to  deYide  it  into  three  parts,  two  parts  among  my  children,  the  third 

to  bo  hirs,  William  lloedon  &  Tho:  ffoster  to  take  care  &  oversight  of 
Sstats  for  my  wife  k  children."  He  neglected  to  appoint  an  exeoutor, 
so  the  administration  of  his  estate  was  granted  to  Qrisell  Jewell,  hie 
late  wife,  21  July  1654.  (Hew  Ragland  Historical  and  Ganasdogi cal 
Register,  5:G04.)  Filed  with  this  is  the  arrangement  of  Humphry  Griggs 
v  of  Braintree,  '•who  with  Gods  leave  is  Suddenly  to  nary  the  Rslict  of 
Thomas  Jewell,5’  to  take  the  possession  of  the  estate  of  Jewoll  and  have 


the  use  of  it,  paying  to  the  daughters  at  eighteen  and  the  sons  at 


. 
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twenty-one*  (ibid* ) 

Grissoll  (Jletcher)  Jewell  then  married  as  her  second  husband,  In 
Braintree,  1  2?ov.  1555,  Humphry  Griggs,  and  was  appointed  the  administra¬ 
trix  on  his  estate,  IS  Aug.  165?,  having  been  his  wife  less  than  two  years. 
There  is  no  record  of  any  children  by  this  marriage, 

Sho  next  married,  as  her  third  husband,  and  as  his  second  wife,  in  Dor¬ 
chester,  S  Get.  1657,  Henry  Kibby,  rhoeo  first  wife,  Rachel,  had  deceased 
there,  15  July  1667.  Henry  Kibby  then  died  10  Aug.  1561,  leaving  her 
again  o  widow,  and  the  mother  of  a  eon  by  him,  Sherebiah  Kibby,  born  in 
Dorchester,  2  Doc.  1659,  of  whom  more  later. 

Two  months  later,  12  Not.  1661,  she  was  married  by  Peter  Brackett  of 
Braintree.,  to  her  fourth  husband,  John  Gurney  Sr.,  a  tailor  of  that  place, 
who  died  in  1662-63,  his  inventory  being  filed,  16  Mar.  1663.  She  ap¬ 
parently  had  no  children  by  Gurney. 

With  her  various  dower  rights  in  her  four  deceased  husbands'  estates, 

Bho  was  probably  a  fairly  prosperous  widow,  when  she  married,  as  her  fifth 
husband,  and  his  third  wife,  In  Chelmsford,  3  July  1567,  John  Barge. 

There  were  no  children  by  this  marriage.  Two  years  3a tor,  9  July  1659, 
she  died  in  Chelmsford,  having  married  five  times,  and  having  had  four 
children  by  her  first  husband,  and  one  child,  by  her  third  husband. 

Mrs.  Holman  gives  cs  references  to  the  above  data,  Savage;  Braintree, 
Dorchester,  Ch8lnsfcrd,  and  deyruuth  Vitel  Records;  Suffolk  Deeds,  i^TO- 
bote,  end  Returns;  Middlesex  Deeds  and  Probate;  History  of  tayaouth;  and 
other  sources. 


Now  the  Jletcher  Geaealo©,  published  many  years  ago,  gives  the  follow- 
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lug  data  la  which  our  Griasoli  is  called  Cary: 

H  Motion  to  Court  by  William  Fletchsr  of  Chelmsford  his  sister  Cary 
on  hor  deathbed  desired  him  io  her  husband  to  take  core  of  her  children. 
Willing  to  be  engaged  for  the  child  Sherebish  Xibby." 

This  pas  evidently  taken  from  Byman's  Notes,  which  etatos  that,  23 
Apr.  1671,  on  the  notion  of  Gillian  Fletcher  of  Chelmsford  his  sister 
Caiy  on  her  death  bed  desired  him  and  her  husband  to  take  Charge  of  her 
children  willing  to  be  engaged  for  the  Child  Sherabiah  Kibby.  (Syrian * s 
Notes,  2:113.) 

Of  course  Byruan  misread  the  "Cary."  Mrs.  Bolnan  thought  the  original 
was  "Gurney.”  But  a  C.N. Fletcher  states  that  he  has  c  photograph  of  the 
original  citation  and  that  the  name  is  plainly  "Burge.”  Mr.  Fletcher 
obtained  his  photograph  frora  e  descendant  living  near  Boston  who  had  in 
hie  possession,  according  to  the  said  Mr.  Fletcher,  the  original  paper. 

The  Middlesex  Court  Files  have  been  carefully  examined  for  the  period! 
ana  the  original  paper  is  indeed  missing.  It  should  of  course  be  return¬ 
ed  as  it  is  the  legal  property  of  the  CoLtmcnwealth  of  Massachusetts.  Un¬ 
fortunately,  the  Middlesex  Court  Book  in  which  a  brief  account  of  this 
action  would  apeear,  had  been  missing  for  years.  The  compiler  has  been 
unable  to  obtain  the  a. uross  of  the  present  possessor  of  tbs  missing  docu¬ 
ment  • 

Tho  "Annals  of  Mend on , ”  page  sixty  one,  verifies  that  it  wao  the  widow 
' Gurney  who  was  meant: 

"  To  the  Selectman  of  Meadon:  Theae  are  to  inforae  you  by  us  'Jilliem 
ffletcher  and  John  Purge,  both  of  ue  of  the  towne  of  Chelmsford,  anointed 
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by  the  Corte  order  to  be  garians  to  the  child  of  the  widdow  Gurney  that 
was  end  last  of  all  wife  to  the  aboYescid  John  Burge,  she  being  of  a  sound 
understanding  did  ’.till  unto  her  son  Joseph  Tuell  ell  that  A  Cormodation 
that  there  was  there  at  the  Towns  of  Mendon,  Laid  out  and  given  unto  her 
the  said  widdow  Gurney,  with  all  the  appurtenances  end  priviledges  In  any 
wise  apertaining  or  belonging  thereunto,  upon  this  condition  that  the  said 
Joseph  Juell  do  pay  to  Nathaniel  Juell  and  Mercy  Juell  fifteen  pounds  and 
Sherrebya  Keby  term  pounds.  Our  desire  end  request  unto  the  Selectman 
of  the  said  towns  of  liendon  that  y°  would  Rocord  the  said  a  Cocsnodation 
to  Joseph  Juell  for  his  security 

Witness  our  hands  Chelmsford  this  5  of  the  4  nonth  1675 

William  Fletcher 
John  Burge." 

Children: 

By  Thomas  Jewel!  born  in  Braintree, 

i.  Joseph  Jewell,  b.  24  Apr.  1642. 

ii.  Nathaniel  Jewell,  b.  15  Apr.  1648. 

Q 

iii.  Cris3bll  Jesoll,  b.  19  Tar.  1652;  uu  Joshua  Fletcher,  son  of 
Villi am2. 

It.  Mercy  Jewell,  b.  14  Apr.  1658. 

By  Konry  Xibby  in  Dorchester, 


v.  Sherebish  Kibb7,  b.  2  Dec.  1659. 
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3.  FRANCIS2  FLETCHER  (Robert"**),  bora  probably  la  England  about  1620,  died 
In  Concord,  Middlesex  County,  Hass. ,  after  1704.  Ho  carried  in  Concord, 

11  Oct.  1656,  SlisabQth  ’vheeler,  bora  about  1630,  died  thore,  14  Tune  1704, 
daughter  of  George  and  Katharine  (—— )  Wheeler,  of  Concord. 

Ceorgs  Wheeler  left  a  will  which  is  printed  in  full  in  the  \7heeler  Gen¬ 
ealogy.  The  compiler  cannot  find  the  original  will  or  a  copy  on  the  Pro¬ 
bate  Books  cf  any  of  the  early  ’.Massachusetts  Registries.  As  prior  to 
1692,  many  estates  were  filed  in  ^Middlesex  County  in  the  County  Court  Hies, 
instead  of  the  Probate  Registry,  it  is  possible  that  the  original  Kill  was 
contained  in  the  former  office  end  taken  away  some  yeers  ago,  the  records 
being  open  to  the  Public.  An  abstract  of  the  will  as  contained  in  the 
Genealogy  follows: 

M  I  George  »<heeler  Senir  in  the  Town  of  Concord  ...  I  will  to  my  two 
sons  Thomas  Wheeler  &.  John  VThoeler  ...  to  the  Children  of  ry  con  William 
deceased  .  .  .  to  bv  daughter  ffoxes  children  ...  1  give  to  ay  four 
daughters  Elizabeth  Fletcher,  Carah  Dudley,  Ruth  Hartwell  and  baah  Fletcher 
the  eume  of  fifteen  pounds  apiece  •  •  •  wy  too  sons  Tbo^  e  .heeler  Sc  John 
’.heeler  the  executors  of  this  n y  Will  •  .  .*  Dated  20  Jan.  1654  and  sign¬ 
ed  by  mark,  the  witnesses  being,  Samuel  I/.eriara,  John  Scolhfora,  end  Jonathan 
Hubbard.  Proved  2  July  1637.  (?he s  1  e r  Ce  ns  e logy . ) 

Francis  Fletcher  wa3  the  only  child  that  continued  to  live  in  Concord. 

It  la  evident  that  he  held  and  farmed  his  fetker’s  properties  there,  and 
v  that  he  was  the  son  that  cared  for  hi  a  parents  in  their  old  ags.  Only 
once,  in  1662,  are  tho  father’s  lands  mentioned,  but  the  name  of  Francis 
is  very  often  mentioned  in  the  Concord  Town  Records  ee  the  land  o*ner. 


■ 
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In  Robert's  will  of  1672,  he  requests  thin  son  Francis  "and  his  loving 
and  loved  Wife  doe  take  the  speeiall  Care  of  my  loving  Fife,”  and  divides 
hie  estate  into  two  equal  halves,  ono  half  to  w  to  hia  sons  Gillian  and 
Samuel,  end  the  other  half  to  hia  eon  Francis,  said  son  Francis  to  be  his 
executor.  t7her.  t  he  estate  was  settled  in  1677,  an  inventox y  was  pre¬ 
sented  fthich  listed  no  real  estate,  but  just  a  personal  estate  of  about 
f  28,  and  Francis  lists  the  disbursements  paid  for  *his  mothers  and  fathers 
berirall."  (’Middlesex  Probate,  7913.) 

It  is  to  be  assumed  that  betweon  1662  and  1666,  Robert  conveyed  his 
lends  to  hie  eldest  eon  Francis,  probably  in  return  for  en  agreement  for 
life  cere  and  maintenance* 

Francis  Fletcher  entered  his  lands  23  Dec.  1606,  as  follows: 

"  Dated  26  December  1656 

ffrancos  ffletcher  Imp  his  house  Lott  eight  acres  of  upland  and  thre 
acres  of  medow  at  the  south  and  bounded  upon  the  south  by  the  V.ill=brooJce 
upon  the  north  by  Nathaniel  Ball  uoon  the  west  by  Thomas  Eurgas  upon  the 
Fast  by  Edward  'fright 


It  twenty  and  five  seres  of  upland  in  the  pin©  plain©  bounded  upon  the 

west  by  Nethaniel  Ball;  upon  the  East  by  Moses  -7heat ;  upon  the  south  by 

rs 

the  wey  leading  to  M  f flints  farme;  and  upon  the  north  by  hie  own©  mo  dot; 

It  six  acres  of  :.iodow  lying  upon  fcoath  sides  of  the  brook©  in  the  nedow 
caled  the  bridganodow  end  one  acre  and  a  half©  of  upland  bounded  upon  the 
west  by  the  land  of  Nathenlel  Ball  and  Cristcphcr  Wooley;  upon  the  North 
by  his  oune  land  and  John  Heartwell  and  William  Taylor;  and  upon  the  South 


t  'an  , X ■  umaS 

' 


by  Cautisl  Treten  'loses  Phest  end  his  own  land;  and  upon  the  East  by  the 
highway  into  the  Ox  pasture 

It  twenty  six  axres  of  Medow  in  21m©  brook©  modes;  bounded  upon  the  South 
by  Joshua  Brooke  and  Caleb  Brooke,  upon,  the  North  by  Nethanell  Stow;  upon 
the  east  by  his  owne  land;  and  upon  the  west  by  his  own©  upland  and  Csleb 
Brookes  his  medow 

It  Six  acres  of  upland  upon  Brick«hlll  Hand,  bounded  upon  the  north  by 
John  ffcreecll;  upon  the  west  by  Caleb  Brook©  and  the  highjway;  upon  the 
South  by  his  own  nedow,  upon  the  east  by  his  o«me  rjedov?  and  Nathaniel  Stws 
[Stows]  mafiow 

I  fours  acres  of  upland  with  a  small  spot  of  medow  in  brick«hill  field; 

bounded  Upon  olio  booth  hj  tuo  upuu  tilt*  iiui  th  \jj  Goianum  di~wl,o  f 

upon  the  oast  by  William  Heartwell;  and  upon  the  >7est  by  Captain  Timothy 
feeler 

•fc 

I  fourc  acres  more  in  brick-hill  field,  bounded  upon  tho  south  by  the 
way  to  the  bay;  upon  the  west  end  north  by  Nathan loll  Ctcw;  and  upon  the 
East  by  Eliphalei  ffox 

1  t O'.iTe  acres  of  upland  in  Crane  field  with  one  acre  of  second  deviseion 
land  adjoyning  bounded  upon  the  North  by  Edward  Wright;  unon  the  couth  by 
the  highway;  upon  the  Mast  by  Eliphalet  ffox;  and  upon  the  west  b7  Joshua 
VTneelar 

too  acres  of  upland  in  Crane  ffield  bounded  upon  the  Bast  by  Luk.s  iot- 
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ter;  upon  the  west  by  tk>ss£  Wheat;  upon  the  North  by  the  Highway »  upon 
the  Eouth  by  e  e«airoe  called  verginia  swamp® 

t 

I  ten  acrGs  of  medow  In  Elme  brooke  raedo??,  bounded  upon  the  south  by 
Joseph  Daine  his  nedow;  upon  the  north  by  Samuel  Heartwell  his  nedow;  up¬ 
on  tho  Hast  and  west  by  Joseph  Daine  and  Thoraas  Delete  upland 

four®  acres  of  Kxodow  by  the  ox^pasture  bounded  upon  the  north  by  Moses 
'.Cheat;  upon  the  west  by  Hliphalet  ffox;  and  upon  the  east  by  Ldward  bright 
and  Ciilliaa  Hearts  el 

I*  three  quarters  of  en  acre  of  upland;  bounded  upon  the  west  by  Cristo- 
pher  b’ooley  upon  the  east  by  John  Heartwell,  upon  the  north  by  the  high® 
way;  and  upon  the  south  by  bio  owne  mo&ow 

His  second  Bevioion  land  imp  one  hundred  twenty  and  eight  acres  near 
Chestnut  swanpe  bounded  upon  the  Beat  by  William  Heart7»eli  and  the  bay« 
way;  upon  the  eouth  ecBt  by  John  f farewell;  upon  tho  southeast  by  the 
towns  bound  line,  upon  the  norcaat  by  Cershoa  Brooko  Cap  Timet hie  Wheler 
and  Richard  Rice 

It  twenty  acres  of  upland  near  Kline  brooke;  bounded  upon  the  south  by 
Joshua  Brooke  upon  the  north  by  Nathaniel  Stow;  upon  the  east  by  William 
Taylor,  and  upon  the  west  by  his  owne  medow 

X^It  Eighteen  acres  near  the  place  caleu  tho  muting  house  frame,  bounded  up¬ 
on  the  north  end  west  by  Bllphalet  fi'cz;  upon  tho  south  by  the  high«way 
and  Robert  SJeriams  land 

It  Elerea  acres  In  the  Ox=paature;  bounded  upon  the  north  by  Eliphalet 
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ffox;  upon  the  south  by  John  ffarowell  end  the  mill  brooke ;  upon  the  vest 
by  Samuel  Straten  upon  the  East  by  the  or=pusture  hi£h**way 

It  thirty  fours  acres  at  the  lower  end  of  Elms  brooke  medow,  bounded  upon 
the  northeast  by  the  towns  bound  line  upon  the  southeast  by  Eliphalet  ffox; 
upon  the  Southwest  by  George  Meriam,  upon  the  norwest  by 

His  second  Itevission.  yet  due  forty  acres.” 

(Schedule  of  lands,  p.  171,  first  Concord  Town  Bool:  [copy].) 

1 3y  the  above  lists  we  seo  that  by  1CC6,  Hr  arc  is  Fletcher  owned  more  than 
three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the  oast era  part  of  Concord  on 
the  road  to  Boston,  this  sane  rosd  being  new  known  as  the  Concord  Pike. 

As  evidenced  by  bis  father's  will,  both  rrancis  end  his  wife,  Piizebeth, 
were  held  In  high  esteem  by  Robert  Fletcher.  This  io  cf  particular  inter¬ 
est  to  us,  as  Kenry  Fletcher  for  whoa  thin  account  las  been  compiled,  io  a 
descendant  in  two  lines  from  Francis  Fletcher,  through  his  soii3  Joseph*-' 
and  Hezekieh^  Fletcher. 

It  hes  been  atated  b7  vnriouo  printed  accounts  that  in  lGGd,  Frencis 
Fletcher  ounsd  lot  seventeen  in  the  ooct  quarter  of  the  town,  a  total  of 
four  hundred  and  thirty  s*vea  acres  being  in  this  lot.  But  the  schedule 
has  been  found. 

14  Dec.  1GG4,  a  petition  to  grant  a  license  to  Robert  iteriam  of  Concord, 
to  enable  him  to  sail  liquor,  was  signed  by  Francis  Fletcher  and  other  Con- 
x  cord  men,  Mariam  was  to  displace  B-U3se.  (Tynan’s  Notes. )  £1  Sept.  1B71, 

a  writ  was  served  to  Francis  Fletcher  in  a  suit  of  John,  the  only  son  of 
Gillian  Allen  deceased*  (ibid.)  So  further  record  of  Francis  Fletcher 
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in  the  Middlesex  Pilec  prior  to  1677. 

Before  this,  an  agreemea t  of  the  inhabitants  of  Concord  ss  to  the  bounds 
of  their  lands  was  entered  in  the  Concord  Books,  25  Mar.  1663,  among  those 
signing  was  ’Trances  ffletcher. *  Again,  12  Jan.  1666,  e  leas6  was  sign¬ 
ed  by  "francos  ffletcher”  and  other  Concord  men  as  to  Concord  lands  and  so 
recorded.  (Concord  Toro  Records.) 

la  the  Spring  of  1677,  Francis  settled  hie  father’s  estate,  the  account 
of  this  being  found  on  the  previous  pages  under  Robert  .Fletcher.  That 
same  vine,  23  ?da y  1677,  ’’franc  fietcher"  became  a  freeman  of  the  Colony 
of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  was  in  full  communion  with  the  church. 
(Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  Records. ) 

From  a  land  record  entry  on  the  Toro  Books,  dated  6  Dec.  1661,  we  learn 
that  Francis  was  one  of  the  Selectmen  that  year.  He  probably  held  this 
office  other  years,  but  the  records  are  incomplete.  31  Aug.  1694,  ho  is 
mentioned  as  a  proprietor  of  land  in  Concord.  (Concord  Town  Records. ) 

There  is  but  one  mention  of  our  Francis  in  tho  Superior  Court  of  Judi¬ 
cature  Records,  or  the  Supreme  Court,  ns  it  is  now  called,  viz:  1697-98, 
Francis  Fletcher  and  others  were  summoned  oy  a  Concord  venire  to  serve 
on  the  Grand  Jury,  on  an  inquest  on  the  body  of  Timothy  Jones  etc. 

(Supreme  Court  Files,  3795.) 

A  number  of  important  deeds  are  recorded  in  the  Kiddleeex  Registry  in 
his  name: 

4  Mar.  1663,  "  I  Francis  Fletcher  in  ye  Toro  of  Concord  •  •  .  For  •  •  . 
Sixteen  pounds  ...  paid  by  Patrick  ffaoset  Scotchman  of  •  .  .  Billerica 
•  •  .  Confirm®  unto  him  •  •  •  Twenty  Acres  of  Land  Upland  3t  Meadow  lying 
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•  •  .  in  •  •  •  Concord  •  •  .  es  olen  Elisabeth  Fletcher  ny  wife  in  ack¬ 
nowledgment  •  .  He  signs,  she  does  not,  witneseeB:  John  Scotchford, 

John  Marian.  Recorded  1696.  (Middlesex  Deeds,  10:479.) 

20  Feb.  1693,  *  Francis  Fletcher  of  »  •  .  Concord  •  «  .  Yeoman  •  •  • 

For  •  .  .  Twenty  Seven  pouna3  .  . .  paid  ...  By  Benjamin  '.fbittemore  of 
y®  aforesaid  Town  .  .  .  weaver  •  *  •  Do  •  •  .  Confirms  unto  him  •  .  .  A 

certains  parcel!  of  Meadow  within  •  .  •  Concord  .  •  .  Light  acres  •  .  . 

as  also  Elisabeth  ry  now  married  wife  consenting  thereunto  •  .  *n  Ha 
signs,  she  makes  her  mark,  witnesses:  Nouh  Brooks,  Samuel  Hatcher,  Thomas 
Browne  £'enr.  Recorded  1384.  (itid. ,  10:369.) 

31  Oct.  1693,  M  Francis  Fletcher  of  •  •  •  Concord  •  •  .  keom&n  •  •  . 

For  •  .  .  Fourteen  pounds  .  •  .  paid  by"  Bon.1aain  ..'hlttemore  .  •  .  have 

•  •  •  Confirmed  unto  him  ye  said  benjamin  •  ..  Upland  •  •  .  withixi  •  •  . 
Concord  .  .  .  in  y°  Hast  part  of  ye  Town  ...”  He  eigne,  Elisabeth 
makes  her  nark,  witnesses:  Noah  Urook3,  Thomas  Browne  Eenr.  Eecorded 
1694.  (ibid.,  3.0: C70.) 

3  May  1594,  ”  Francis  Fletcher  cf  Concord  •  .  •  Yeoman  ...  to  Chow  a/ 
Tender  Love  unto  end  fnrtteriy  caro  cf  my  Eldest  ^on  Samuel  Fletcher  of  the 

aforesaid  Tcxn  •  .  .  Confirm  unto  hiu  •  .  .  Several  parcels  of  Land  and 

meadow  which  ere  in  thi3  Instrument  •  .  .  Imprimis  The  house  lott  upon 
which  he  now  caclleth  [etc.]  ell  these  •  .  .  Scituate  ...  in  the  Lust 
part  of  th3  Town  of  Concord  •  •  .  **  He  signs,  his  wife  does  not.  *it- 
Xmiessec  ^  Thomas  Brown  Cenr,  Ruth  Broun  3enr,  Ruth  Bro*n  Junr.  P.ecorded 
1725.  This  deed  acknowledged  1717-18.*  (ibid.,  £5:b41.) 

•  This  m.\st  be  an  error  of  tbe  Recorder's. 
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£0  June  1694,  "  Francis  Fletcher  of  •  •  •  Concord  •  •  •  yeoman  •  .  .  to 
Shew  my  ffatharly  Lovo  To  and  Care  of  I2y  Son  Joseph  ffletcher  of  ye  Said 
Town  •  •  •  I  having  a  desire  to  acomodate  him  with  a  Competency  of  house- 
ing  and  Lands  in  order  to  his  Settlement  •  •  •  Confinne  unto  him  •  •  . 

Save  rail  parcells  of  Land  and  Medow  with  the  House ing  that  stands  upon 
said  Lands  [a  very  long  description  follows]  •  •  . "  His  wife  Elisabeth 
consents  to  this  deed  of  gift,  he  eigne  the  deed,  she  :mkes  her  mar k. 
Witnesses:  John  Dudley,  Eleazer  Ball,  Tholes  Browne  Senr.  Acknowledged 
1699,  recorded  in  1703.  (ibid.,  13:409.) 

10  Dec.  1094,  M  ffrancis  Fletcher  of  .  .  .  Concord  .  .  .  In  yo  Considera¬ 
tion  of  the  Butyfullness  of  my  Son  John  Fletcher  of  Concord  •  .  .  unto  ne 
and  to  Express  e Xf  love  snd  care  that  I  have  to  him  ...  Confirme  unto  him 
my  Son  •  •  •  John  .  •  .  Severall  parcells  of  Land  and  Medow  within  •  •  . 
Concord  ...  in  yc  Fast  part  of  y°  Town  [long  description  follows]  also 
Elisabeth  ray  now  married  wife  ...  .  of  her  free  Consent  •  •  ."  releases 
her  dower  rights.  He  signs,  she  makes  her  mark.  Witnesses:  Thomas  Jones, 
Thomas  Browne  Sonr,  Hannah  Fletcher  her  mark.  Acknowledged  in  17C3,  re¬ 
corded  in  1715.  (ibid. ,  17:533. ) 

1  Apr.  1702,  M  I  ffrancis  ffletcher  of  •  .  .  Concord  •  ..  Yeoman  ffor 
•  •  •  the  good  77111  and  affection  that  I  •  ••  Bear  unto  ray  well  beloved 
Son  Hezekiah  Fletcher  of  the  Same  Towns  •  .  .  Confime  unto  him  ...  A 
certain  Messuage  ...  Scituato  •  ••  within  •  •  •  Concord  •  •  •  Contain¬ 
ing  one  Dwelling  house  and  Barn  and  Severall  parcells  of  Land  [description 
follows]  ...  as  also  Elisabeth  ffletcher  ray  now  married  wife  •  ..  con¬ 
senting  to  this  ..."  He  signs,  she  makes  her  mark.  Witnesses:  John 


. 
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Fox,  John  Fletcher,  John  lleriam  Jr*  Recorded  1704*  (Ibid* ,  13:593*) 

By  the  above  deeds,  Frencio  Fletcher  disposed  of  his  property  Curing 
his  life-time  to  his  eldest  son  Samuel,  and  to  sons  Joseph,  John,  and 
Hezekiah,  in  the  order  of  their  seniority.  The  daughters  probably  re¬ 
ceived  their  shares  at  the  time  of  their  respective  merriagee*  Fronci3, 
as  eldest  son  of  Robert,  received  a  doublo  portion,  hence  had  much  land 
to  dieposo  of  phen  his  time  came,  which  ho  did  by  deed  of  gift.  He  loft 
no  will,  and  there  is  no  further  settlement  of  his  estate,  nor  that  of 
his  life's. 


Children  boro  in  Concord: 

i.  Sanuel^,  b«  6  Aug.  1557,  d.  there,  23  Oct.  1744;  m.  15  June  1062, 
Elizabeth  Wheeler,  b.  there ,  24  Feb.  1064,  d.  thore,  26  Oct. 
1744,  dau.  of  Sergt,  Thornau  and  Sarah  (Meriam)  Wheoler.  He 
naa  a  Corporal,  select.-oan,  and  tozn  clerk  in  Concord.  Child¬ 
ren  born  in  Concord  (Fletcher),  (1)  Samuel ,  b.  23  Oct.  1663, 
d.y.;  (2)  Joseph,  b.  26  Mar.  1636;  (3)  Elizabeth,  b.  2  Apr. 
1688;  (4)  Sarah,  b.  19  May  1690;  (5)  John,  b.  26  Aug.  1692; 

(6)  Hannah,  b.  1  Dec.  1694;  (7)  Ruth,  b.  2  Mar.  1696;  (8) 
Rebecca ,  V.  2  June  1699;  (9)  Samuel ,  b.  27  Apr.  1701;  (10) 
Benjamin,  b.  29  Apr.  1703;  (2JL )  Timothy,  b.  28  Aug.  1704. 
ii.  Joseph*',  b.  15  Apr.  1661,  d.  about  1744,  prob.  in  Concord;  m. 

(1),  there,  17  June  1686,  y.ary  Dudley,  b.  9  Feb.  1666,  Con¬ 
cord,  d.  there,  27  Apr.  170b,  dau.  of  Francis  and  Sarah  (*7heel- 


* 


See  Fletcher  Lineage  by  W.L.n.  1923 


■ 


36  - 


iii. 

iv« 


V. 


vi. 


er)  Dudley;  m.  (2),  20  Deo.  1705,  Concord,  Elizabeth  Car-tor, 
who  survived  him.  Children  born  in  Concord  (Fletcher),  (1) 
Joseph,  b.  7  June  1630,  living  1729,  weaver,  clothier  and 
"Jr;"  (2)  Benjamin,  b.  1  Jan.  1690-91;  (3)  Sanuel,  b.  30  Nov. 
1692;  is.  Abigail  Hubbard;  (4)  Fbenezcr,  b,  23  Nar.  1694;  (5) 

M ary ,  b.  11  Dec.  1695;  [m.  Thomas  Hubbard?];  (6)  Francis,  b. 

12  Nov,  1699;  ra.  Abigail  Brooks;  (7)  Jane,  b.  29  Nov.  1700; 
by  Elizabeth  Carter,  (3)  Lucy ,  b.  22  Sept.  1705,  d.  27  June 
1727;  (9)  Abigail,  b.  9  July  1703;  (10)  Lydia,  b.  3  Nov.  1710. 
Elizabeth,  b.  24  Aug.  1603;  m.  Samuel  Stratton  in  1633. 

John,  b.  23  Feb.  1665;  n.  Hannah  Hunt. 

Sarah,  b.  24  Feb.  166S;  it.  William  Wheeler. 

Hezokiah*,  b.  6  Apr.  1672,  living  1747,  Concord;  zt.  there,  11 
May  1703,  Uary  Wood,  living  in  1747,  dau.  of  Abraham  Wood  of 
Concord  end  Sudbury.  Children  born  in  Concord  (Fletcher), 

(1)  Hezeklah,  b.  15  Dec.  1704,  lived  in  Jutland;  n.  Susanna 
— — ;  (2)  Abraham,  b.  20  Jan.  1706-07,  lived  in  Hendon;  a. 

Mary - end  Bethieh  Aldrich;  (3)  Ikiry ,  b.  14  Nov.  1708; 

(4)  Will lan,  b.  15  Dec.  1710;  a.  Dorcas  Ho&id;  (5)  Jensha, 
b,  17  Jan.  1711-12;  (6)  Sarch,  b.  22  Feb.  1714-15;  (?)  Ke- 
bocce ,  b.  IS  Nov.  1717;  (8)  Elizabeth,  b.  14  Sept.  1720;  m. 

5 

Lt.  Ebenezer  Fletcher,  b.  17  Mar.  1725-26,  Concord,  a.  of 

A 

Sanuel  and  Abigail  (Hubbard)  Fletcher  (vide  surra),  and  i*ith 
him  removed  to  Upper  Aahuelot  (Keene,  S.H.  ),  Rutland,  and 


♦ 


See  Fletcher  Lineage  by  v.L.H.  1929. 
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Koldan,  Mass.,  hesfane,  Vt.,  and  Chesterfield,  H.H# 
rii.  Hannah,  b.  24  Oct.  1674,  no  further  rocord.* 
yi 11 •  Benjamin,  b.  1  Dec.  1577,  d.s.p.  IS  Apr.  1703,  Concord.  The  in¬ 
ventor/  of  the  estate  of  Benjs^in  Fletcher  late  of  Concord,  who 
deceased  13  Apr.  1703,  was  presented,  the  administrator  stear¬ 
ins  to  the  truth  of  the  acme,  being  Hezekioh  Fletcher,  mention 
of  hie  brother  Benjamin  etc.,  24  Jan.  1703-01,  sane  date,  Koze- 
klsh  Fletcher,  with  Samuel  Letcher  and  Noah  Brooks  all  of  Con¬ 
cord,  vac  appointed  to  administer  to  the  estate  of  Benjamin 
ff let cher  late  of  Concord  deceased,  Hazekiah  signing  by  nark, 
Sanuel  signs  his  name.  An  undated  petition  presents  that 
-  Joseph  ffletch9r  of  Concord  wishes  to  be  present  when  his  brother 
Hezekiah  renders  his  accounting  of  his  administering  to  the 
estate  of  "or  Brotr:3ers jtt:fflotchcrH  etc.  (Mi d.He sex  Frobr t e , 
7313.) 


*  C.  R.  Fletcher  states  that  she  mrried  25  Feb.  1702,  Obadioh  Tfheoler. 


fta 


4.  UISIGN  TILLIAM2  FLETCHER  (Robert*),  probably  born  in  England,  about 
1622,  died  in  Chelmsford,  Middlesex  County,  Mass*,  6  ITov.  1677,  but  a  few 
months  after  th8  settlement  of  his  father’s  estate*  He  married  first, 
about  1643,  Rachel  who  died  before  1645;  when  he  married  secondly, 

in  Concord,  7  :Tov.  1645,  Lydia  ( - )  Bates,  who  died  his  uidon,  in  Chelms¬ 

ford,  12  Oct*  1704,  her  birth  and  identity  at  present  unknown.  She  was 
a  widow  when  he  married  her,  with  a  son,  John  Bates,*  born  in  1642,  who 
died  in  Chelmsford  in  1722,  aged  eighty,  and  who  married  in  1665,  Mary 
Farweil.** 


*  He  is  the  son  in  law  [old  term  for  step-son]  mentioned  in  Trillium's 
will,  and  his  children  are  recorded  in  the  Chelmsford  Vital  Records. 

**  Lydia  (- - )  Bates,  the  second  wife  of  Ensign  William2  Tletcner,  was 


1-ua  niiiwrt  uf  luw«au  in  Buuvuu. 


i/iio  Edward  usual  uot  be  cor  fused 


with  tho  Edward  of  Weymouth,  Mass*,  and  was  apparently  not  related  to  the 
Ti'eymouth  or  Kiagham  family* 

Edward  Bates  came  to  3oston,  Ma es*,  4  Sept.  1633,  on  the  ship  "Griffin ,n 
ns  en  apprentice  to  Thonvas  Leveratt,  an  Alderman  of  Boston,  co.  Lincoln, 
England.  Edward  was  c&nltted  a  Ereenan,  9  ?der.  1G37,  but  was  later  dis¬ 
armed  because  of  his  being  a  follower  of  the  Wheelwright  party  In  Boston. 

He  died  between  1641  and  1645,  when  his  widow,  Lydia,  whose  identity  is 
unknown,  nsrried  in  Concord,  7  Bov.  1645,  Ensign  William  Fletcher. 

#hen  T/illiam  Fletcher  had  his  own  children  baptised  1  Feb.  1656,  he  el- 
so  had  his  sou  John  Bates  baptised  that  sane  data,  aged  about  fifteen.  It 
has  been  suggested  that  Lydia  ra ly  have  been  a  Fairbanks,  and  a  daughter 
Lydia  Fairbanks  was  baptised  in  Boston,  co.  Lincoln,  in  1622,  daughter  of 
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Richard.  For  further  information  sea  the  Far*ell  Genealogy,  recently  pub¬ 
lished,  and  the  Bates  Bulletin,  3rd  series,  page  39. 

Child  (Bates),  by  Edward  end  Lydia  (  — — )  Bates: 

1*  John,  bapt.  23  Jan.  1642,  Boston,  d.  11  Apr.  1722,  ae.  about  80, 

Chelmsford,  testate;  m.  there,  22  Bee.  1665,  Mary  Farwell.  His 
will  dated  1716  gives  his  age  then  as  about  74.  For  hie  child” 
ren  etc.,  see  the  new  Farviell  Genealogy. 


*  ¥,'illi  matcher"  was  admitted  a  freeman  of  the  Masoachusott a  Bay  Colo¬ 
ny,  10  May  1643.  (New  England  Historical  end  Genealogical  Register. ) 

This  is  our  first  public  record  of  one  of  the  important  founders  of  the 
town  of  Chelmsford,  for  here  Ensign  Lllliam  and  hie  younger  brother  Samuel 

settled. 

The  Chelmsford  first  book  of  Proprietors  Records  was  burned  in  1715, 
and  pa  rts  of  the  first  two  books  of  the  Town  Records  are  missing,  but  the 
admirable  history  of  the  town,  published  in  1917,  hue  been  of  much  help 
to  the  compiler  of  this  account.  Tram  it,  ve  learn  that  the  original 
petition  for  the  town  of  Chelmsford  was  signed  by  the  inhabitants  of  Con¬ 
cord  and  7oburn  in  1652,  and  that  among  the  signatures  was  that  cf  'Lillian 
fflotcher  who  had  made  hie  home  there.  The  letter  of  invitation  to  the 
minister,  4  Gept.  1654,  already  mentioned  was  signed  by  *Tlobt.  Fletcher" 
and"W7ja  Fletcher”  with  two  others  in  the  name  of  the  rest.  Again,  17 

\May  1658,  "Lillian  Fletcher”  and  his  father,  Robert,  signed  another  Chelms¬ 
ford  petition  that  has  also  been  mentioned  in  the  account  of  Robert. 

The  church  wan  organized,  13  Nov.  1655,  among  the  founders  being  rt 
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fletcher  &  hia  wife,"  the  first  town  meeting  was  held  at  "William  Fletchers 
House,"  22  Nov.  1654,  at  which  he  was  chosen  as  one  of  the  trustees,  cr  se¬ 
lectmen.  The  next  year,  24  Mar*  1655,  ho  served  ao  constable  of  the  town, 
and  a  record  of  the  church  meeting,  held  11  June  1656,  contains  thet  among 
those  present  who  ouned  the  Covenant  therein,  was  7/ill  lam  Fletcher  who  had 
been  dismissed  from  the  church  at  Concord.  That  seme  year,  7  May  1656, 
among  those  who  petitioned  the  General  Court  for  an  extension  of  the  town, 
was  our  William,  as  3een  by  the  original  paper  preserved  in  the  Massachu- 

i*. 

setts  Archives*  There  is  a  tradition  that  William  had  erected  d  frerao 
house  iu  Chelmsford  by  1654,  but  to  the  compiler  this  seems  rather  doubtful. 

We  have  the  following  record  from  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  Pecords: 

"  uppon  inforaiacon  from  Me  jor  ^illard,  ty  a  letter  from  Hsdras  Read, 
Edward  3pelden,  Fletcher  &c  inhabitants  of  a  new  plentecon,  that  the 
noumber  of  inhabitants,  according  to  the  time  p’fixt  in  the  Courts  grant, 
were  there  settled  as  theire  request,  the  Court  doth  graunt  tho  name  there¬ 
of  to  be  called  Chelmsford,"  29  May  1655. 

About  five  years  later,  wo  find  considerable  mention  in  various  early 
sources  of  the  extension  cf  the  town  limits  by  Indian  grants.  One  deed 
was  dated  31  Muy  1560,  being  an  exchange  between  the  tom  and  the  Indians, 
and  signed  by  I T  Fletcher,  Tho.  Einohman  and  Janes  Parker,  as  trustees  for 
tho  Indiana.  (?iQ3snchusetts  Bsy  Colony  Records.) 

Lator  tho  bounds  were  settled  between  Chelmsford  and  "Wamaesett , "  6 
June  1605,  Ensign  Hinchmen  and  "Sergeant  Fletcher"  being  appointed  by  the 
former  plaoe  to  represent  them  in  this  agreement,  which  was  signed  by 
William  Fletcher  and  others. 

In  1653,  a  new  road  was  laid  out  in  Chelmsford,  and  the  "house  of  7fr. u 
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Fletcher"  was  mentioned.  In  a  grant  of  land  to  a  Samuel  Ada as,  1?  Jan* 
1660,  one  of  the  bounds  cited  was  the  ,TLongo  meddow  granted  by  the  Town© 
to  William  fletcher." 

William  Fletcher  served  as  a  sslectnent  of  the  old  to*n  in  1654,  1656, 
1858,  1660,  1561,  1662,  1662,  1664,  1565,  1666,  1668,  and  1673.  In  1576, 
*En  William  Fletcher*’  served  in  that  capacity. 

Wyman  in  Ms  notes  made  on  the  Middlesex  Court  Files  to  1673  gives  us 
this  information:  that,  2  Kov.  1653,  a  Chelmsford  venire  cites  t»o  jurors 
Idward  Kemp,  and  William  Fletcher;  that  an  undated  pep6r,  probably  1358, 
presents  a  bill  of  costs  in  a  case  about  Fletcher’s  servant,  who  was  put 
in  the  house  cf  correction.  That  same  year,  1553,  a  bill  of  costs  of 
Will  Fletcher  of  Chelmsford  against  Will  SLaa  was  presented,  end  11  *£ey 
1659,  there  was  e  coui-t  order  about  a  bridge  in  that  place,  "Willi  Fletch¬ 
er"  being  mentioned.  3  Apr.  1660,  Williea  Fletcher  »ith  two  others,  in 
behalf  of  Chelmsford,  petitioned  to  have  Thomas  Adams,  Jacob  Parker,  and 
Samuel  Foster,  established  as  military  officers.  14  Mar.  1660-61,  Will¬ 
iam  Fletcher  and  Jacob  Parker  served  sa  jurors,  6  Deo.  1561,  William 
Fletcher  we  a  one  of  the  creditors  of  John  Cromwell.  (Wyman’  s  Notes.) 

In  1533,  the  inventory  of  tho  estate  belonging  to  Mary  Lemot,  widdow, 
now  in  the  hands  of  John  Burge  of  Chelmsford  her  surviving  husbend,  was 
appraised  by  William  Fletcher,  Thomas  Huntsman  [Kinchcan]  and  Jacob  Park- 
x  er,  the  record  as  it  appears  in  the  Middlesex  Miscellaneous  Probate  Book 
gives  the  date  as  21  Mar.  1664. 

10  Mar.  1567-68,  a  writ  was  served  against  Joshua  Fletcher  in  a  suit  of 


ft-v.  John  Picks  Sonr  for  "Breaking  Into  his  House  end  accompanying  with 
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Ills  mayd  servant, *  -  18  Mar,  166-7-53,  Joshua  Fletcher's  confession  of  crime 
with  Grissell  Juel  in  Mr,  Fiske'c  house  is  presented,  and  7  Apr,  1368,  Will¬ 
iam  Fletcher  was  hound  for  the  submission  c?  hie  eon  Fletchers  and  said  Fu¬ 
els  submission  to  court,  15  Pec,  1668,  the  petition  was  presented  of  Josh¬ 
ua  Fletcher  and  Grisell  his  wife  in  favor  of  leniency  by  the  Court  for  them, 
signed  by  Chelmsford  and  Concord  men,  among  them,  "SacT  Fletcher"  end  John 
Burge  an  said  Fletcher's  employer,  Sir  months  later,  15  June  1669,  we 
have  the  petition  presented  by  Robert  Fletcher,  Joshua's  grandfather,  now 
blind,  who  asks  for  clonency.  (See  copy  of  said  paper  in  Robert's  account.) 
Tfrnan' 3  Kotes.) 

6  Apr.  1663,  Sergt,  William  Fletcher  was  one  of  the  three  commissioners 
of  Chelmsford  to  end  small  causes,  BO  Jan,  1071,  -'Illy an  Fletcher  end  others 

appeared  in  court  relative  to  a  certain  highway  in  the  town;  and  2  Apr, 

1  ~ 

16? 2,  both  3aa  Fletcher  and  3R*  Fletcher  are  mentioned  in  the  settlement 
of  the  estate  of  Robert  Eaaes,  23  Sopt.  1673,  the  estate  of  Iseac  Lemet 

of  Chelmsford  was  divided  by  Tho  Henchman  end  Fn  Fletcher  who  both  sign 
this  division.  (ibid, ) 

We  have  already  notod,  that  28  Apr.  1671,  the  notion  of  FiUian  Flotch9r 
of  Chelmsford  f.as  presented  that  hie  sister  Car;’'  [Gurney  or  Burge]  on  her 
death  bed  desired  him  and  her  husband  to  talce  Charge  of  her  children,  will¬ 
ing  to  be  engaged  for  tho  child  Bherabiah  Kibby •  (ibid, )  In  connection 
x  with  this  natter  of  caring  for  his  nephew,  we  Lave  tho  record  from  the 
\  lendcc.  Tosn  Records,  5  June  1675,  as  see  pages  twenty  five  and  twenty  sir 
of  tills  report,  which  quote  the  record  in  fall. 

In  reference  to  the  Robert  E&iiee  estate,  the  Lliecollanscus  Probate  Bock 
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gives  as  creditors  of  the  estate  of  Robert  ?lames  late  "of  Marriaaeke  noare 
Chelmsford,"  2  Apr.  1572,  M"ynacll  Flecher  00-05-00,"  "^illlara  Flocher" 
serving  on  the  committee  to  ezendne  the  claims*  In  the  settlement  of  the 
estate  of  Isaac  Lcmet  of  Chelmsford,  1673,  "William  ffietcher*  served  on 
the  committee  to  divide  the  estate*  (Middlesex  i'iscollaneons  Prohate 
3ool: . ) 

William  Fletcher  was  appointed  an  officer,  12  Oct.  1670,  "Sarjant  Will- 
jam  Fletcher,  of  Chelmsford,  is  appointed  ensigae  to  the  ffoot  company 
the re* "  The  5  lay  1676,  the  Indians  were  removed  from  certain  sections 

of  the  Colony,  some  to  Long  Island  [Boston  Harbor],  and  the  Nashoba  and 
Natick  Indians  to  "Fatueket,"  among  those  irho  were  empowered  to  make  this 
removel  was  "Bnsigne  Fletcher."  (Hass-uchusetts  Lay  Colony  Records.) 

Only  one  land  record  is  filed  in  Middlesex  County  that  concerns  Will¬ 
iam’s  or,n  interest,  viz:  4  Apr*  1671,  "  I  willia  fieacher  of  Chelmsford  • 

•  •  husbandman  for  *  *  .  a  Yaliuable  sune  to  mee  in  hand  pay'd  •  •  .  by 
Willm  Taylor  of  Concord  •  ..  confirms  unto  him  •  •*  upland  4,  meadow 
with  Sttompy  low  land  lying  in  •  •  .  Concord  •  •  •  [near  the  house  of  the 
grantor,  bounded  north  by  Joseph  Wheeler,  west  by  Wiiliaa  Hartwell,  east 
by  the  highway  and  John  Heale  Junr  and  said  grentor’s  land3,  south  by  a 
line  etc.]"  He  3igns,  his  wife  does  not  appear*  Acknowledged  end  re¬ 
corded  in  1671*  Witnesses:  Thanas  Chamberlins ,  Thomas  Denforth  Junr* 
(Middlesex  Leeds,  4:137*) 

Returning  again  to  the  History  of  Chelmsford,  we  note,  20  May  1673, 
William  Fletcher  served  on  a  highway  committee;  petitioned  3  Sept.  1669, 
with  two  others  for  a  right  to  erect  e  sa «  mill;  that  an  Indian,  Sopoco3- 
itt,  was  a  servant  to  Jilliam;  end  that  in  the  minister’s  rate,  of  30  liny 


' 
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1671.  **  3n  Will  riechern  was  rated  3-1-0,  v?hi ch  waa  more  than  any  oth?r 

inhabit eat  of  the  to -m, 


In  1073,  the  town  engaged  Lt .  Samuel  foster  and  liiaign  William  Fletcher 
to  be  officers  of  tho  nfoot  company"  and  to  build  u  hou3e  for  soma  mili¬ 
tary  purpose  -  perhaps  a  look-out  known  a3  the  Towns  House  on  Robins 
Hill*  In  1374,  on  account  of  trespass,  Zusign  'Jill  Fletcher  impounded 
eight  swine  of  Abrahaw  Parker’s,  four  tines  in  the  one  year. 

1  Sept.  1674,  the  Chelmsford  Company  of  the  Middlesex  Regiment  sold  pow¬ 


der  to  these  Fletchers:  Sna  7’illiaa  Fletcher,  Samuell  Fioeher, 
fill  flecher,  JOshuah  rlechor,  and  Son  Flecher  Fun* 


Pauli  Flecher, 


The  petition  of  the  '*Comitteo  of  the  iiilitia”  of  Chelmsford  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  and  Council  at  Boston,  IB  Feb.  1673,  naa  signed  by  362a  Adams,  C&muel 
Fletcher,  and  «illiam  Fiotcher.  (27cn  H:.uywi rc  Historical  Society,  3:97, 


also,  Archl Y a s ,  63 : 1-14 q . ) 

In  1672,  the  minister's  rate  listed  the  property  in  the  town,  and  we 
find:  M  lir  Will  fflecher  3  heds  o  oxon  6  cotes  of  S  yer  old  4  yerlings 
14  sheepo  2  swine  20  oores  of  land  3  horses  bowsing  mill  14-11  l/a." 

In  his,\Auinals’,  Waters  give3  under  tho  year  1677-  ‘’Snsign  'Tilliaia 
Fletcher,  one  of  the  first  grantees  and  a  most  dietinguiahod  cherecter, 


died  i •  o  *  •  G . 


\ 


Ho  gravestones  prior  to  1690  exist  in  Cholasford. 

We  recall  that  the  first  church  records  of  Concord  are  .missing  prior 
to  1736,  the  sad  situation  is  in  Chelmsf ord,  their  first  church  records 

are  visaing  prior  to  1741.  However  there  were  some  privute  records  kept 

by  3sv.  John  Tisha,  shich  in  1655  rsr©  in  the  possession  of  David  ihilsifer 
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of  Boston,  and  which  were  consulted  when  the  Chelmsford  Vital  Records 
were  printed  several  years  ago.  (vide  supra)  From  this  source  we 
learn  that  he  baptised  four  of  William's  children  as  follows: 

"  Jos[h]ua  s.  7[illie]m,  bp.  1-12-1656,  e.  ebt.  12" 

*  Udia,  d.  ff[illia]m,  bp.  1-12-1656,  a.  abt.  9" 

•  Samuel,  b.  W[illia]a,  bp.  1-12-1656,  e.  abt.  4" 

"  Pauls,  s.  ^[illlajia,  bp.  1-12-1656,  e.  abt.  2  y." 

There  has  been  much  interest  placed  by  various  genealogists  in  an 
Hope  Fletcher  who  married  a  Samuel  Stow  of  Middletown,  Conn.  Saimel 
Stow  was  a  son  of  John  froei  Kent,  died  in  1704,  eged  eighty  two,  end 
was  e  Hsrvnrd  Graduate  of  1645.  By  Hope,  he  hed  John,  born  in  1550  in 
Charlestown,  Mess.,  and  Ichabcd,  Hope,  Dorothy,  KLlfcabeth,  Thankful, 

Rachel,  and  Margaret ,  ell  born  between  1653  end  1670,  in  Middletown* 

The  record  in  Middletown  stands:  "Fletcher,  Hope,  [d.  of  Killiam,  ra, 

Samuel  Stow],  [  ]"  (Middletown  Land  Records.)  The  compiler  does 

net  think  that  Bhe  wao  connected  with  the  Robert  family. 

13  Dec.  1077,  the  last  will  of  "Willm  ffletcher  lately  deced"  was  ex¬ 
hibited;  2  Apr.  1673,  ths  estate  of  "Uia  ffletcher  late  of  Chelmsford  dec3d" 
wes  settled.  (Hl&dlessz  wls coll ancons  Probate  Records. ) 

The  inventory  on  hie  estate  was  taken  12  Dec.  1677,  by  Joslah  Richarson 
and  John  Fright,  the  heading  reads:  "  Snsin  ^ill  ffletcher  hoe  departed 
this  life  ye  6  dye  of  Nov  ember  in  the  yr  of  ocr  Lord  one  thousand  siz  fcon- 
dared  seventy  and  seven,"  the  total  amount  listed  was  £593-18-11,  s  lerge 
estate.  A  copy  of  the  will  follows: 

"  In  the  Katas  of  God  Amen  I  7111  ff lecher  of  Chelmsford  in  the  County 


of  nedsllsex  in  New  englsnd  Being  of  perfect  and  sound  nen-ory  blessed  be 
god  do  make  this  my  last  will  and  Testament  in  manner  and  f forme  ffoloing 
first  I  will  and  earnestly  Desire  that  all  isy  Debta  that  shall  leagaly 
apeare  to  be  dew  any  manner  of  way  what  so  Ever  bee  duly  and  trewly  paid 
out  of  my  Estate  with  what  Convenient  speed  that  possible  may  bee  Item 
I  give  and  bequeath  to  Jo shush  my  beloved  eonne  a  eertaine  pareell  of  up¬ 
land  and  ne&ow  being  partt  of  those  xsy  Accomodation  given  mee  by  the  town 
and  lying  at  stony  brooke  which  said  parsell  of  upland  and  nsdow  is  bound¬ 
ed  by  tanny  brooke  on  the  one  side  and  by  stony  brooke  on  the  other  side 
and  by  beniasin  Spaldings  land  on  the  other  partt  and  by  the  Common  on 
the  other  partt  to  have  end  to  hold  the  seid  lands  both  upland  anfi  nsdow 
to  him  and  to  hies  heires  for  ever  and  to  Gr-esill  his  now  wife  during  the 
terse  of  her  Faturall  life  bee  it  all  wais  provided  that  my  mind  is  that 
if  ay  sonno  Joehuah  Shall  dy  with  out  Ishew  to  say  Children  begoten  of 
hia  body  that  then  the  oaid  land  with  all  the  housing  and  apurtenances 
thereto  efter  the  death  of  my  sonno  Joshuah  end  Grisil  his  wife  shall  bee 
sold  and  the  produce  thereof  shall  bee  Squaly  devided  eaongost  my  other 
Children  that  shall  then  bee  living  Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  sonne 
Jobhuah  that  parsill  of  cedow  which  is  mine  Caied  by  the  Nome  of  long 
Sought  for  for  hira  the  said  Joshuah  and  his  wife  Grisill  to  In  Joy  dure- 
ing  the  teioe  of  ther  Natural!  life  or  either  of  them  which  is  the  long¬ 
est  liver  and  in  Case  that  Joshuah  aforesaid  Dye  with  out  a  Child  begoten 
of  his  body  then  thatt  medow  likewise  to  bee  soulde  and  the  pay  to  bee 
Eaqualy  Devided  batweene  thos  of  ny  Children  then  living  Item  I  give  and 
bequeath  to  su  some  Joshuah  the  frame  of  a  house  all  rsdy  lett  out  to 
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make  with  a  sofitient  quantity  of  naill3  to  finish  the  same  Items  I 

give  end  bequeath  to  ry  sonne  ^Toshuah  tos  oxen  and  one  Cow  now  in  his  hands 

att  this  present  all  which  I  feive  in  ffull  of  all  that  portion  I  intend  to 

give  unto  him  Item  I  give  unto  my  sonno  Joshuahs  wife  grisill  the  full 

value  of  ffourty  shilling  to  be  paid  by  my  executors  with  in  half©  a  year 

after  w  Desease  Item  I  give  unto  my  sonno  in  law  .John  Bates*  the  eun 

of  Then  pounds  to  bo  paid  with  in  ono  halfe  year  after  my  desease  Item 

I  give  and  bequeath  to  Sanuell  my  beloved  eonne  halfe  ay  lands  et-t  stony 

brook  both  upland  and  medot?  with  the  Dueling  bouse  hee  not?  liveih  in  all- 

so  four  Acres  atid  a  quarter  of  nedou  bee  it  more  or  les  ao  I  bought  it  of 

Jacob  Parker  and  is  bouudid  on  Record  allso  I  give  my  eonne  Semuell  hslfe 

that  parsi.ll  of  medew  that  I  purchased  of  John  bates  lying  in  tow  parsills 

more  I  give  unto  my  sonne  Samuell  Thirty  acers  of  upland  and  as*  dow  lying 

in  Chelmsford  which  ie  bounded  on  the  east  by  a  dame  and  a  rigod  hill  end 

on  the  North  and  west  by  the  lands  of  eolonon  Reids  south  by  Joshuah  ffar- 

veil  west  by  the  towae  high  way  with  all  the  housing  and  Apurtenances  ther 

to  belonging  allso  I  give  my  sonn  samuell  halfe  my  River  medow  he  paying 

out  of  the  sene  to  my  Daughter  raary  ffourty  pounds  snd  to  ny  Daughter  Es- 

mine  [clc] 

ter  ffourty  pounds  to  be  paid  to  then  with  in  one  full  year  after  ay  — 
and  rny  wifes  Desease  Item  I  give  unto  ay  sonne  paull  the  other  halfe  of 
my  lands  att  stony  brooke  both  upland  and  me&ov  with  all  the  Apurtinanoes 
ther  to  belonging  more  I  give  unto  my  sonne  paull  that  lott-  of  me  now  Celed 
by  the  name  of  longe  sought  ffor  which  I  bought  of  samuell  ffoster  more  I 
give  ty  sonne  paull  halfe  that  medow  I  purchased  of  John  battee  lying  in 

* 
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tow  emmall  par3ills  more  I  give  ray  sonne  paull  halfe  my  land  att  the  sew 
mill  with  halfe  my  partt  in  the  eaw  mill  with  half©  a  pareili  of  medow  Ad- 
ioying  to  the  earns  more  I  give  to  my  eonne  paull  halfe  my  Crane  medow 
Item  I  give  and  bequeath  to  ray  sonne  William  all  that  pareill  of  land  that 
ia  mine  lying  in  Chelmsford  Adio/ning  to  that  before  given  to  py  sonne 
eamuell  and  1b  bounded  by  ay  Dam  and  a  ridge  hill  on  the  east  ellso  I  give 
my  sonne  William  halfe  my  River  medoa  and  halfe  ray  Crane  medow  all so  I 
give  unto  ny  soune  William  halfe  sy  land  at  the  eaw  aill  with  halfe  ny 
partt  in  tha  sav?  mill  being  etill  provided  that  my  loving  wife  shall  in  Joy 
the  bsnifita  of  my  housing  and  lands  and  saw  mill  During  hor  naturall  life 
with  all  ray  raoueable  goods  not  heer  Disposed  of  end  att  the  end  of  her 
Haturall  life  she  may  dispose  of  what  she  iuioyed  of  ray  Estate  unto  ray 
Children  according  as  shee  shall  see  rasete  Now6  I  Doe  hear  by  apoint  and 
make  my  beloved  wife  soule  Dxecutrlce  to  ray  "Estate  Item  I  give  and  bequeath 
to  ray  Daughter  lidiah  the  sum  of  five  pounds  as  an  Aditlon  to  what  I  former¬ 
ly  gave  h8r  to  be  paid  by  ray  executrice  with  in  one  year  after  ay  Decease 
f further  1 ay  will  is  that  ny  town®  Rights  ia  Cornon  lands  shall  after  my 
wifes  Cesea3e  bee  Kaqualy  Devided  between  ray  ffouer  sonnes  as  wettnaa  ny 
hand  and  soul  this  f fourth  Day  of  sipt ember  one  Thousand  eixe  hundreth 
seuenty  and  fours  the  word  wife  in  the  13  line  and  John  battoa  in  [— — 

- - - — ]  being  enterlind  befoer  the  eassalinga  hear  of  [illegible] 

eighned  sealed  and  Diliuered  "willia  ff lecher* 

in  the  preened  of  us 
Danuell  Adames 
?68ter  Beaaet 

t  r 

Sworn  in  Court  by  Cap  Adams  Deoenb  16;  1C77 
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no  Inventory  was  produced:  as  attests  Jonathan  Remington  Cl" 
(Middlesex  Probate,  7950, ) 

After  William’s  death,  there  was  lend  in  Concord  that  he  had  never  given 
deed  to  end  11  May  1681,  we  find  this  record:  ”  In  onar  to  the  petition  of 
Nathaniel  Stow,  of  Concord,  the  relict  &  executrix  of  the  late  "ill Jan 
Fletcher  is  irrpowered  to  make  the  petieoner  a  deed  of  sale  of  sajd  house 
&  lands  mentioned  In  the  peticon."  (Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  Records.) 

The  following  deed  was  then  entered  on  the  Concord  'Town  Books,  there  is 
no  record  in  Middlesex: 

20  Jen.  1631,  "  To  all  People  to  whone  this  present  wright ing  ehali  cane 
l.idish  ffletcher  of  Chelmsford  sendeth  Greeting,  whereas  my  Late  husband 
Gillian  ffletcher  did  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  sir  hundred  and 
fifty  six  cell  unto  Nathanaell  Stow  of  Concord  •  «  .  a  dwelling  house  and 
sever^“  pereolls  of  laud  in  ye  eayd  Towns  which  the  eayd  Stow  heth  been  end 
is  in  the  possession  of,  but  not  taking  Legal  Conveyance  of  eayd  house  end 
Lands  in  the  life  time  of  ay  aeyd  Fusbend  •  .  .  Know  yee  that  I  the  e&yd 
Lidia  ffletcher  of  Chelmsford  •  ..  for  •  •  .  one  hundred  end  fifteen  Pounds 

•  •  .  Confirae  auto  the  sayd  Nathanaell  •  .  •  oil  that  bowsing  end  Lend  • 

•  •  in  •  ,  .  Concord  •  •  .  (excepting  •  •  .  two  Acres  of  Jiadow  ...  in  the 

bridge  neadow  •  •  .  }  that  ia  •  •  .  an  houee  end  houselot  fifteen  Acres  • 

x 

•  •  Also  fifteen  Acres  of  upland  [one  of  the  bounds  being  Francis  Fletc-her] 

•  »  •  Also  two  Acres  •  •  •  Also  five  Acres  •  •  •  Also  Six  Acres  •  •  •  Also 
five  Acres  •  •  . "  She  eigne  by  mark.  Witnesses:  John  Flake,  Sanuell 
ffletcher  senr.  (Concord  Town  Records,  p.  305.) 

10  Jan.  1330,  "  Know  yt  William  ffletcher  Cun-1  of  Chelmsford  ...  for 


■ 
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.  •  .  a  valuable  Suia  of  Money  to  me  •  .  .  paid  by  John  Burge  of  the  same 
place  •  •  •  confirms  unto  the  same  John  •  ».  ffour  ecres  [in  Chclnsf crd, 
bounded  by  said  Burge  and  the  Town  Commons J.M  Sidled  by  "Lydia  ffletcher 
widow  her  marie'*  and  "Samoul  ffletcher. "  witnesses:  John  Fisks,  Samuel 
ffletcher,  Thomas  Road.  Recorded  late.  (Hiddlesex  Deeds,  14:97.) 


Children: 

By  Rachel - 

3 

i.  Joshua  ,  b.  10  Mar.  1644,  Concord,  bapt.  1  Feb.  lobe,  Chelmsford, 

ae.  12;  xa.  (1),  4  May  1666,  Chelmsford,  Griesell  Jewell;  m,  (2), 
there,  18  July  1632,  Sarah  'Tilley. 

By  Lydia  ( - - )  Bates, 

ii.  Lydia,  b.  30  Mar.  1647,  Concord,  bapt.  1  Feb.  1556,  Chelmsford, 
as.  9;  a.  27  Mar.  1666,  Chelmsford,  John  Fiake  Jr.;  [she  in. 

(2),  Nathaniel  Hill,  states  C.R. Fletcher. ] 

iii.  Sarah  (Fletcher  Genealogy  gives  a  dau.  Sarah,  the  compiler  can¬ 
not  find  any  record  of  her,  but  if  there  was  a  dau.  Sarah,  she 
was  b.  about  1650,  and  d.  before  1650. 

iv.  Samuel* ,  b.  in  1552,  prob.  in  Chelmsford,  bapt.  1  Feb.  1656,  Chelms¬ 
ford,  ae.  4,  d.  there  testate  in  1723;  a.  (1),  5  July  1673,  same, 
Eanuah  Sheeler,  who  d.  there,  11  Dec.  1697,  dau.  of  George 
TTheelar;  he  u.  (£),  7  June  1699,  in  Concord,  recorded  iu  Chelms¬ 
ford,  Sarah  (Meriam)  Ball,  who  d.  29  Apr.  1703,  Chelmsford,  dau. 


JL  2 

As  he  has  been  greatly  confused  with  his  uncle  Samuel  Fletcher  the  com¬ 
piler  gives  the  moat  important  data  regarding  him  in  this  account.  He  has 
also  been  confused  with  hia  cousin  Samuel ^(Samuel2)  Fletcher  who  will  be 
found  under  Samuel2’ s  account. 


' 


51 


of  Josiah  Meriaa  of  Concord;  be  n.  (2),  20  Doc*  1708,  in  Con¬ 
cord,  recorded  in  Chelmsford,  Elizabeth  Proctor  of  Chelmsford 
who  survived  bin,  she  »39  probably  a  widos  when  they  were  mar¬ 
ried.  Children  by  first  wife,  b*  in  ChelusfoiNi,  (Fletcher), 

(1)  William,  b.  23  Oct.  1073;  (2)  Hannah  ,  b.  SO  July  1676;  a. 
Ebenozer  bright;  (3)  Elizabeth ,  b.  6  Ear.  1676-79;  n.  — — 
Butterfield;  (4)  Samuel ,  b.  £8  Sept,  1083,  d.y.;  (6)  Samuel, 
b.  5  Sept*  1084;  (6)  Sarah ,  b.  1  Feb.  1060,  living  unm*  1726; 

(7)  Lydia,  b.  29  May  1069;  ku  Peiatiah  Adana;  (G)  Susanna 
[Fletcher  Gen,  erroneously  calls  her  "Rosanna*'] ,  b.  17  May 
1092;  a.  Joseph  Chamberlain;  (9)  Isaac,  b.  £7  Aug,  1094. 

Samuel  made  his  will,  18  Ear.  1713,  proved  7  June  1720,  calls 
himself,  "Samuel  fletcher  e1’"  of  Chelmsford,  yeoman,  and  be¬ 
queaths  to  wife  Elizabeth,  my  ecu  Samuel,  my  son  Samuel’s  sis¬ 
ter  Lary  Wheeler,  siBter  Sarah  fletcher,  sister  Susana  fletcher, 
my  sou  lease  fletcher,  my  daughter  Hannah  bright,  my  daughter 
Elizabeth  Butterfield,  my  daughter  Lydia  Adams,  ny  eon  William 
fletcher  and  he  to  be  executor;  eigne;  wit:  Jonathan  Barrit, 
Joshua  Fletcher,  mark  of  Joseph  Fletcher.  13  Dec.  1723,  the 
widow  asks  that  the  estate  be  settled.  7  June  1726,  appear¬ 
ed  William  Fletcher,  sole  executor,  n  and  Jona  Wheeler  who 
married  l£ary  a  daughter  ’  end  Jonathan  Barrit  and  Jo3hua  Fletch¬ 
er  who  proved  the  will.  Citation  to  heirs,  same  date,  mentions 
Jonathan  Wheeler  who  married  Mary,  Ebear  Wright,  Sarah  Fletcher, 


Pelatiah  Adams,  Joseph  Chamberlain  and  Isaac  Fletcher 


{Middle 


■ 
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sex  Probate,  7920,) 

v*  Paul,  b.  in  1654,  bapt.  1  Feb.  1556,  Chelmsford,  ee*  2,  lining  in. 
1677;  [eerred  in  King  Philip’s  ?f&r  states  C.R. Fletcher]. 

Yl.  William,  b.  22  Feb.  1656,  Chelmsford,  d.  there,  23  May  1712, 

testate,  &©.  35-4;  m.  there,  19  Sept.  1677,  Sarah  Richardson; 
his  estate  «as  not  settled  until  1747.  (Middlesex  Prolate.) 
[His  son  William^,  b.  1663  sob  Sargt.  William  vho  n.  Tabitha 

- d.  27  Jan.  1741-42.  vide  post] 

Yii.  Mary,  b.  4  Oct*  1658,  Chelasforc;  su  there,  1  Oct.  1678,  Thomas 
Parker. 

viii,  Father,  b.  12  Apr.  1664,  Chelmsford;  m.  there,  11  Apr.  1381, 

Isaac  Parker. 

It  seems  strange  that  Robert  did  not  have  a  recorded  grcndcon  cf  the 
name  of  Robert  Fletcher,  although  the  name  doee  enpe  cr  in  later  generations. 

Addenda: 

Hudson’s  History  of  Concord , tells  us,  nhst  we  already  knc7?  from 
the  research  in  the  original  records,  that  is,  that  William  Fletcher  had 
fifteen  acres  on  the  Bay  Road  in  Concord,  said  lot  running  to  the  mill 
brook,  end  afterwards  purchased  and  owned  by  Nathaniel  8tow  of  Concord. 
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5.  SERGEANT  SAMUEL^  FLETCHER  (Robert^),  bora  probably  in  England,  in  1632, 
died  in  Chelmsford,  Middlesex  County,  'lass.,  3  Dec.  1697,  agod  sixty-five 
years.  He  married,  first,  in  Chelmsford,  14  Oct.  1553,  Margaret  Hail¬ 
stone,  who  died  there,  before  1077,  daughter  of  ~illian  Hailstone  an  6- 
riginal  propietor  of  Taunton,  Bristol  County,  ?Jass. ;  he  .married  second¬ 
ly,  in  Chelmsford  in  1077,  Hannah  Poster,  bom  about  1049,  who  died  there, 

11  Aug.  1533,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Esther  {nemo )  Poster  of  Dedham,  Wen- 
ham,  and  Chelmaford,  Haas.;  he  married  thirdly,  3  Sept,  1634,  Mary  (Stow) 
Cotton  of  Concord,  a  widow  at  the  time  of  their  marriage,  who  survived 
him,  and  was  living  in  Chelmsford  in  1700.* 

Sergeant  Fletcher  v?as  considerably  younger  than  his  brothers  Francis 

of  Concord  and  William  of  Chelmsford.  Various  v/riters  have  confused  him 

3  3  #  2, 

aO-mewhat  with  his  son  Samuel  Fletcher,  and  his  nephew  Samuel  (William  ) 

Fletcher,  both  of  Chelmsford.  Brother  Francis  also  had  a  son  Surrael, 

3  p 

but  this  Samuel  (Francis  )  remained  and  died  in  Concord. 

Our  first  public  record  of  him,  with  tho  exception  of  his  marriage  and 
the  births  of  t«?o  of  his  children,  i3  to  be  found  in  the  afore-mentioned 
History  of  Chelmsford  which  states  that  he  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of 
the  Hew  Field  there  in  1557.  Samuel's  property  was  near  that  of  his 
brother,  William.  Four  years  later,  30  May  1671,  "Samuell  Fletcher0  was 
engaged  to  pay  for  the  ministerial  rate,  0-30-3. 

Wyman  notes  that  2  Apr.  1572,  one  of  the  creditors  of  the  estate  of 
Robert  Senes  was  Samuel  Fletcher.  The  Middlesex  Miscellaneous  Probate 

*  [Mary  (Stow)  Cotton  was  the  widow  of  John  Cotton;  she  m.  (3),  13  Nov. 

1700,  John  Spaulding,  end  removed  to  Middletown,  Conn.,  states  6. R. Fletcher. ] 


- 


Book  contains  a  fuller  mention,  viz:  creditor  to  the  estate  of  Fobert  Hanes 


late  "  of  Tlerriuaeke  a  ear©  Chelmsford"  2  Apr.  1672,  "  Ganucll  Fincher  00- 
05-00."  From  the  latter  source  re  see  that  In  1673,  the  inventor;:  of  the 
estate  of  Isaac  Leruet  of  Chelmsford  mentions  ’Haifa  the  broken,  upland  In 
New  field  joyning  to  Gumuel  fletchers  loti,*1  also, in  1632,  a  division  of 
the  estate  of  Jones  Richardson  mentions  n  eilso_  half e  an  acer  of  upland 

o  ^ 

which  Fes  boght  of  Gan  ffleebor  Cenier;3  and  17  Jan.  1624,  among  the 
petitioners  for  the  eetti-jcient  of  the  ceteto  of  Heimy  C-ridley,  they  being 
ereditore,  was  ”Samooll  flecker.3  (Middlesex  Miscellaneous  Book  of  Pro¬ 
bate.  ) 

T'ho  minister’s  rate  of  1672,  listed  all  the  property  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  town,  among  them  being  "Sanuell  fflecher”  who  then  had  in  his 
possession;  3  1  head  2  oxon  S  Cowes  1  or  2  yer  old  £  swine  1  horse  13  tears 
housing. 3  The  next  year,  1  alar.  1673,  "Seimiol  flotcher"  was  listed  as  a 
freeman,  and  was  thou  a  diitted  to  the  church. 

The  Chelmsford  Company  of  the  '  Middlesex  County  Regiment  issued  a  list 
of  those  of  the  Company  to  whom  powder  had  been  sold,  1  Geot.  1371,  the 
Fletchers  on  the  list  being:  ’’Has  William  Fletcher, 3  ’’Saaauell  Flecker, 3 
"Pauli  Fleehor,*’  "V7111  Flecher,"  "Joshuah  Flccher,”  and  "Gan  Fleoher  Jun." 

According  to  hho  History  of  Chelmsford,  a  petition  of  the  "CoMuittes 
of  the  Militia3  of  Chel.osford  dated  15  Fob.  1375,  was  presented  to  the 
Governor  end  Council  at  Boston,  and  was  signed  by  Gam*  Adams,  lenuel 
Fletcher,  and  William  Fletcher.  Another  letter  pertaining  to  the  same 
matter,  and  of  the  aar.ie  date  is  also  prucer/ed.  (New  Harm  shirs  Histori¬ 
cal  Society,  3 *°7;  Archives,  5c : 144a. ) 


- 
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Bounties  for  wolves  and  other  services  were  often  paid  by  the  town,  end 
in  1689-90,  among  other  items  paid  was  nto  Saauell  flecher  senor  for  de- 
einsie  [?]  of  the  netinge  house  £8."  Another  item  that  year,  "one  wolfe 
to  Sameuel  flecher  sen.” 

16  Mar.  1691-92,  there  were  nineteen  garrisons  in  the  town,  the  original 
list  being  owned  by  the  Ken  Hampshire  Historical  Society,  from  this  we  note 
that  at  the  wost  end  with  Joseph  Farewell  sore  Sanuel  end  William  Flechers 
and  others,  at  Stoney  Brook  with  Jno.  Spauldin  was  Joshua  Fletcher,  and  in 
another  section  of  the  town  was  Kathtniel  Hill  and  with  him  Sergeant  Samuel 
Fletcher  Josiah  Cleaveland  end  their  feailys,  in  all  seven  men. 

Samuel  Fletcher  served  the  town  as  a  selectmen  in  1694,  in  1696  and  1697, 
and  was  one  ©f  a  committee  to  lay  out  new  highways. 

Samuel  Fletcher  has  but  a  few  land  records  recorded  in  Middlesex  County, 
brief  abstracts  follow: 

16  Dec.  1673,  n  Samuel  Fletcher  of  Chelmsford  •  •  .  For  ...  a  valuable 

stmm  of  money  •  •  *  paid  by  Moses  Barron  of  Chelmsford  .  •  .  confirms  unto 

e 

y  said  Moses  ...  parsal  of  meadow  land  ...  in  Chelmsford  ...  three 
acres  ...”  His  wife  Margaret  releases  her  dower  rights  in  same.  Both 
sign,  acknowledged  5  May  1C7D,  recorded  in  1587.  Witnesses:  Josiah  Hich- 
ardson,  John  Fieke  Jun1.  (Middlesex  Deeds,  10:73.) 

7  Apr.  1674,  n  Samuell  fletcher  of  Chelmsford  •  •  •  ffor  ...  a  vallu- 
able  some  of  money  •  •  .  paid  by  Lieu*  Thomas  Hiuch-ian  of  the  same  place 
•  •  .  confirm©  unto  the  Thomas  •  •  .  percell  of  land  ...  within  ... 
Chelmsford  ...  ten  acres  •  •  »  upon  Merrimack  river  [bounded  by  said 
river,  Mr.  Ting’s  farm,  land  of  said  R inch nan  and  Town  Commons]  •  • 


' 


■ 
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Hie  wife  Margaret  releases  her  rights  and  they  both  sign#  Acknowledged 
by  both  7  Hay  1674,  recorded  28  July  1674.  Wi tresses:  Gsmuel  Poster  Senr, 

John  f lakes  Junr.  (Ibid,,  5:97.) 

1  J&n.  1674  [1674-75?],  "Samuel  ffletoher  Senr  of  Chelmsford  •  •  •  for 
a  valluable  suzae  of  money  to  him  •  •  •  pd  by  James  Richardson  of  Chelms¬ 
ford  ...  confirms  unto  James  •  •  •  one  parcell  of  land  ...  in  Chelms¬ 
ford  [bounded  by  training  place,  land  of  Mr  Jno  ffisks  &  land  of  Semael 

ffletcher]  balfe  an  acr®  ,  •  •  &  Uargarett  his  wife’’  also  releases  her 

o  ^ 

.  rights  in  same.  They  both  sign.  Witnesses:  Jn  ffisko  Jun  ,  Jonathan 
Crispe.  Recorded  20  May  1678.  (ibid.,  6:332.) 

By  the  Wamesit  Purchase  of  1635,  the  Indians  released  forever  their  an¬ 
cient  holdings  on  the  south  side  of  the  Merrimack  Fiver  and  west  of  the 
Concord  River.  This  purchase  was  made  by  Jonathan  Tyng  Ssq. ,  of  Dunstable 
and  Major  Thornes  Binchman  of  Chelmsford,  and  conveyed  by  them  in  1636  to 
some  fifty  Chelmsford  proprietors.  The  original  deed  of  this  last  con¬ 
veyance  is  in  the  possession  [1917]  of  a  descendant  of  one  of  these  orig- 
nal  proprietors.  Among  these  original  fifty  proprietors  we  read  the 
names  of  "Samuel  Fletcher  senr,fl  "Joshua  Fletcher,"  and  "William  Fletcher," 
each  of  whom  had  a  fiftieth  share  of  the  entire  five  hundred  acreo  of  wil¬ 
derness,  for  which  Tyng  and  Hinchman  had  paid  but  £250.  A  record  of  those 
two  conveyances  is  on  file  at  the  Middlesex  Registry,  (ibid,,  10;19,  21.) 

[The  Compiler  wishes  to  state  that  it  is  possible  to  do  further  research 
in  regard  to  the  wives  of  both  Sasign  William  and  Sergeant  Samuel  Fletcher 
'  of  Chelmsford. ] 

The  oldest  burying  ground  in  Chelmsford  contains  the  following  inscription 

< 
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"  Here  Lyes  Ye  Body  of 
Samuel  Fletcher 
.  Aged  65  years 

.  Died  December  9  .  . 

1697  " 

Samuel  Fletcher  died  intestate  in  1697,  and  there  is  but  one  paper  in 

the  settlement  of  his  estate,  and  this  soma  three  years  later  in  1700. 

A  copy  of  the  original  paper  follows: 

"  This  Instrument  Triten  this  Tenth  Day  of  June  In  the  yeare  of  our  Lord 

—  one  Thousand  Seve^  Hundred,  Witneseth  eft  that  there  is  an  Agreiaent  made 

Between  the  Relict  Widow  of  Sarsuell  Fletcher  Late  cf  Chelmsford  In  the 

County  of  Midleseix:  Whoe  De/seassd  y®:  ninth  day  of  De5omb©r:16S7  nho  Dyed 

Inteetat:  and  the  Sons  and  Daughter  of  Said  Sainuel  Fletcher  whi[ch]  is  in 

Jdsimer  as  folloseth  -  -  -  -  -------  - —  -  -  -  -  —  -  -  -  -  —  - 

lmprs-  »  Agreed  upone  in  Case  of  the  Approbation  of  the  Eonoured  Judg  of 

the  probate  of  Tills  hereunto  -  -  -  - - 

j  the  Said  Widow  is  to  baue  one  third  part  of  the  mouable  Estate  of  her  Be- 

seased  Husband  &  also©  one  third  parte  of  the  Incoa  of  the  Lands  and  Medows 

[»] 

as  folloeth. .the  Two  Sons:  of  the  Deseeeed:  tho  Sons  in  Law©  of  Said  Widow 
are  to  pay  to  her  yearly  Dureing  the  time  of  her  Tidowhod  Three  pounds  pr: 
years:  the  Two  Sons  in  La we  to  the  Said  Yidow  Are  to  —  i rin  Winter  for 
there  Mother  In  Lawe  Two  Cowes  or  Cow  Kine  in  Dureing  the  time  of  her  Widow¬ 
hood:  for  which  Said  Widow  is  to  Alow  one  pound  and  fours  Shillings  pr  win¬ 
ter  out  of  the  Aforesaid  Three  pounds:  and  one  pound  and  Sixteen  Shillings 

In  Rye  and  Indian  Coma  the  Aforesaid  Cons  are  to  pay  to  Said  widow  Dare- 
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ing  the  time  of  her  Hatureal  Life  yearly  Acording  as  y°  Market  pris  Shall 
bo:  and  In  Case  the  Afo resaid  Wi&°^  Shall  Be  causes  to  Mery-  Marie  then  the 
Two  Sons  In  Lawe  of  Said  vfidow  are  to  pay  out  the  Just  Sun  of  Two  pounds 
In  Indian  Corns  end  Eye  pr:  y eare  yearly  Pursing  the  tine  of  —  her  Nat- 
urea 11  Life:  and  to  be  quit  from  wintering  Said  Cows  --------  - 

2  the  Two  Sons  of  Said  Samuell  .Fletcher  Naaely  Samuel  &  tfillien  —  Fletcher 
haue  Agree?.  to  diuid  -  the  lands  cs-feliowetfe  and  liodows  belonging  to  Said 
Estate  as  fclloweth:  they  Agr®  that  Samuel  the  Eldeet  Son  of  the  Diseased 
Shall  haue  the  Orchard  belonging  to  the  Aforesaid  Estate  and  the  Rest  of 
the  lands  and  Me&ows  with  ell  the  Towne  Eightes  end  privileges  therunto 
belonging  to  be  Beuided  Squally  Booth  for  quantity  and  quallity  Between 
the  Aforesaid  Two  Brothers  Namely  Samuel  and  Willrd  Fletcher:  and  the  Afore¬ 
said  Sarrmel  the  Eldest  Son  of  the  Beseased  is  to  posses  and  In  joy  all  the 
Mouse ing  which  Belonged  to  the  Aforesaid  Seaue^-  —  Fletcher  Deses^:  Ex¬ 
cepting  one  Roane  which  the  Aforesd  widow  is  to  Injoy  Dure ing  her  widow¬ 
hood 

3  the  Afore  said  Samuel  and  Million  Fletcher  are  to  pay  to  John  perhan  the 
Husband  of  the  Daughter  of  Aforesd  Deseased  Soe  much  In  Corns  or  Cattail 
or  other  pay  at  raony  price  to  make  up  the  San  of  on  end  Thirty  pound 
With  shat  ho  hath  already  Receiued:  for  her  part  of  Dower  out  of  her 
Aforsd  fathers  Estete:  and  further  the  Aforessid  Samuell  and  william  Fletch¬ 
er  there  Heires  or  Asignes  After  the  Deseas  of  Said  Widow  are  to  pay  or  Alow 
to  the  Aforesaid  John  perham  his  Heirea  or  Asignes  what  Shell  then  Com  to 
their  part  out  of  what  Shall  then  be  Remaining  out  of  Said  widows  Thirds  -  - 
ffe  whoso  Names  are  under  written  yaj  widow  and  Children  of  the  Abou®  Named 
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Samuel  Fletcher  teseeced;  Doe  Aproue  of  and  Dost  fully  Satisfied  with  and 
in  the  Aboue  written  Articles  k  Doe  Couenent  prowls  bind©  and  obleig  our 
Seluee  and  Each  of  our  eelues  our  Heires  hxcecuiors  Adminesteretors  and 
Asignos  to  etand  to  Abide  by  and  perform  the  Sane  in  all  and  Singular  the 
perticulers  Aboue  Relating  to  our  fathers  Estate.  Aoording  a3  we  are 
Either  Joyntly  or  Seuerally  concerned  therein  In  witneo  where  of  we 
haue  here  unto  Set  our  Hands  this  tenth  Day  of  June  1700 


^ittness  her 

Sam11:  Phipps  *  william  fletchor  (  )  Mary  fflecher  (  ) 

K 

Thomas  Browne  John  Parham  (  )  mark 

Samuel  Fletcher  (  )" 

(Middlesex  Probate,  7917.) 


_ _  V  ^  w 

VM  W  WU  U 


^  ^  w  p  1  *»* »  ^  * 

aU  vaoi*uoi  uxui 


By  Margaret  Hailstone, 

O 

?  i.  Sarah',  b.  24  Aug.  1053,  [so  states  Fletcher  Gen.,  but  no  record 
of  her  birth  is  to  be  found],  d.  uam.  before  1700. 
ii.  Samuel,  b.  23  July  1654,  d.  there'testete,  24  Jan.  1705-06,  ae. 

A 

40-6;  a.  there,  7  June  1622,  Mary  Cotton,  b,  in  1677,  d.  there, 
30  Jen.  1705,  ae.  23,  prob.  dau.  of  John  Cotton.  Children  b. 
in  Chelmsford  (Fletcher),  (1)  Thomas,  b.  31  May  1693,  d.  S  Mar. 
1698,  ee.  4;  (2)  Mary ,  b.  11  Sept.  1693,  living  1706;  (3)  Samr 
usl,  b.  1  Feb.  1693,  d.  11  Feb.  169Q,  ae.  11  day's;  (4)  Fben- 
ezsr,  b.  16  May  1699,  living  1706;  (5)  Thankful ,  b.  19  July 
1701,  living  1706;  (6)  Eleaser,  b.  19  Apr.  1704,  living  in 

/ 

1721.  .17  Feb.  1706,  William  Fletcher  with  John  Hill  as  surety, 
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both  of  Chelmsford  was  appointed  guardian  to  "  the  Children 
of  his  lata  Br°  Samuel  Fletober  doc0-  That  is  to  say  unto  Mary 
Fletcher  eged  Kleven  years  &  upwards,  Sbenr  Fletcher  in  ye  8th 
year  of  his  age  Thankful!  Fletcher  in  ye  year  of  her  age 
&  Eleaz  Fletcher  in  the  SQ  year  of  his  age  minors*  H@  signs 
with  a  fine  signature*  6  .Tan*  17J50-21,  Joshua  Fletcher  of 
Chelmsford,  husbandmen,  with  Josiah  Parker  of  Cambridge  sa 
suret-y,  was  appointed  guardian  to  Sliezer  Fletcher  a  son  of 
the  late  Samuel  Fletcher  late  Chelmsford  deceased,  a  minor  in 
his  17th  year.  Signs.  ( Mi ddl s 3 es  Pro ha t a ,  7919.) 

iii*  Hannah,  b.  14  Sept,  1666,  u.  unau  before  1700. 
iy.  Lydia,  b.  26  Sept.  1669;  m.  27  Loo.  1652,  Chelmsford,  John  Per- 
ham. 

y.  William,  b.  1  Jan.  1673;  a.  10  Dec.  1701,  Chelmsford,  Mary" 
Fletcher,  dau.  of  William3  (’Tillies2,  Robert'*')  Fletcher. 


Note:  The  History  of  Chelmsford  mentions  an  old  inscription  to  a  Mrs. 
Sarah  Fletcher,  wife  of  Mr.  Samuel  Fletcher,  who  d.  27  Jan.  1716,  aged  63. 
She  was  Sarah  (Keyes)  Foster,  not  Fletcher,  states  C.R. Fletcher. 

/ 


. 
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Hl3CELLjCf80U3  NOTFS  HR  COITCORD  AlfD  CHELMSFORD  FLETCHERS 
THIRD  AMD  LATER  GKNTSRATI0H3 

In  1578,  the  estate  of  Jno  7a Udell  late  of  Chelmsford  deceased  men¬ 
tions  in  a  list  of  dobts  due  said  estate  end.  paid  by  the  -sidofi  end  ad¬ 
ministratrix  to  "Hill inn  fiechar."  (Middlesex  Miscellaneous  Probste 

Booh,  418.  ) 

The  first  school  roaster  of  Chelmsford  wes  in  1635,  when  "Samuel  Flstch- 
or  is  appointed  to  be  a  scc.Ue  naater,"  this  seme  nan  yes  loter  to vn  clerk, 
treasurer,  and  selectman,  also  29  Aug.  1695,  he  is  celled  Junr.  In  1675- 
76,  ?cul  Fletcher  served,  in  the  King  Philips  Per  under  Dillard.  In  1691, 
Joshua  Fletcher  was  a  selectman,  and  in  1596,  S&rgt  17 ill  Fletcher  is  men¬ 
tioned.  (History  of  Chelmsford. ) 

In  1609-90,  in  Chelmsford  are  mentioned:  ** Joshua  ffletcber  Sara‘S  ffletch- 
er  and  Will  ffletoher."  San^  fflecber  jun  was  a  tithingwan  in  1679,  there. 
During  the  King  Philip  War,  at  the  Crcton  Garrison,  29  Fsb.  1075-76,  under 
Certain  Hieelor  were  "Samuel  Fletcher  Fen.1*"  and  "Samuel  Flctchor  Jun*' ,** 
both  from  Concord.  At  the  Garrison  of  the  Middlesex  Regiment  at  Cholnc- 

g 

ford,  16  Mar.  1621-92,  were:  "Serjeant  Samuel  Fleehers  [Samuel  ],"  and 
"Samuel  Fleehers,"  "  Mill  lam  Fleehers."  (?Tew  Fa-land  Historical  end  Cone- 
clorical  Rerister.) 

At  Concord,  3  Mar.  1689-90,  of  the  non- freemen,  "freeholders,  whose 
houseing  &  Lands  amt .  to  vallue  of  six  rente  Samuel  fleteher."  (Hud¬ 
son’s  History  of  Concord.) 

In  a  case,  undated,  but  prior  to  1700,  between  Benjcnln  Fletcher  ap¬ 
pellant  and  Samuel  Fletcher  appellee,  we  find  for  the  appellant  Reversion 
of  the  former  Judgement  and  Costs  of  court.  In  &  case,  undated,  but  prior 
to  1700,  bill  of  costs  for  the  jailing  of  Samuel  Fletcher  fer  hie  rates. 


- 
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no  residence  Riven  in  either  of  thee®  ce.sea*  Undated,  a  record  concern- 

1 

inc  lend  between  Sem  Jonas  end  Jonathan  Kart-wall,  mentions  land  of  Josenh 
Fletcher  Tertius,  Joseph  Fletcher  Penr,  and  Kezekiah  Fletcher,  they  test¬ 
ify  etc*,  Concord  esse  prior  to  1700,  (Supreme  Court  Files,  25504,  25442, 
24424. ) 


BRIEF  FLETCHER  NOTES  ON  WILLIAM  FLETCHERS* 
OF  CHELMSFORD.  MASS. 
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There  were  so  many  contemporary  William  Fletchers  of  Chelmsford  and 
Weetford  and  the  Fletcher  Genealogy  was  so  confused  in  its  accounts  of  them, 
that  it  was  necessary  for  the  compiler  to  make  a  e&roful  ecarch  of  the 
probate  and  deeds  of  Mi  dole  sex  County  in  order  to  straighten  out?  Lauriston 
Ward’s  correct  William  Fletcher*  This  was  done  very  briefly  but  the 
material  can  be  amplified  later  if  desired. 

In  the  second  generation  of  the  Concord  Fletchers,  ve  have  Ensign  Will¬ 
iam^  Fletcher  born  in  England  about  1022,  died  in  Chelmsford,  3  Kov,  157?, 
who  married,  first,  about  1543,  Rachel  — — ,  and  she  dying  before  1045,  he 

married  secondly,  in  Concord,  7  Nov.  1045,  Lydia  (- - }  Bates,  who  died 

his  widow  in  Chelmsford,  12  Get.  1704.  (vide  supra) 

O 

In  the  third  generation  ws  have  the  following  Williams i  William  (Lns. 

c 

William  )  born  1656,  died  1712,  a  brief  account  of  whom  follows;  and  Lt. 
William3  (Samuel2)  born  1673,  died  1743-44,  of  whom  s.  brief  account  fol¬ 


lows. 

In  the  fourth  generation  no  have:  William^  (Hczekiah’',  Francis")  bora 

1710  end  married  Dorcas  Heald;  William'*  (Samuel0,  Zns.  William")  torn 

4  ,  R 

1673,  died  1753,  of  whom  a  brief  account  follows;  William  (William  ,  Fhs. 
William")  born  1683,  died  1741-42,  of  nhoci  a  brief  account  follows;  Will¬ 
iam*  (Lt.  William3,  Samuel2)  born  1702,  died  17G4  Scetford,  who  is  no¬ 
ticed  under  his  father’s  account.  There  were  probably  other  Williams 
of  the  fourth  generation  whom  the  compiler  has  not  touched  upon,  for  she 
hes  not  investigated  the  family  of  Z ohn 2  (Franc is^)  born  1565  and  mar- 


*  This  search  was  made  for  Lauriston  Ward  Eaq.-,  of  Hrookli.no,  Maas., 


ty  Winifred  Lovering  Holman 


9  JtW  , baa  ot^clctq 
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rlod  Hannah.  Hunt;  nor  that  of  Joshua**  (Has.  William^)  bom  1644  and  mar¬ 
ried  first,  Grisssli  Jewell,  end  secondly,  Sareh  Willey. 

Taking  up  the  various  Williams  of  the  third  and  fourth  generations 
that  the  compiler  has  thus  far  investigated: 
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USOTKHANT  WILLIAM3  FLSTCHSR  (Ens.  William2,  Robert1)  bom  in  Chelms¬ 
ford,  Hass.,  22  Feb.  1655,  died  there  23  U&y  1712,  aged  thirty-five  yearn 
and  four  months.  He  married  there,  19  Sept.  1377,  So  rah  Richardson, 
ahose  identity  the  compiler  did  not  work  on,  she  is  said  to  have  been 
the  daughter  of  Capt.  Josiah  and  Remembrance  (Underwood)  Richardson. 

15  July  1632,  recorded  1713,  Joshua  Fletcher,  Samuel  Fletcher,  Million 
Fletcher,  Isaac  Parker,  all  of  Chelmsford ,  sell  to  John  Fiske  of  enme, 


certain  land  there,  some  tan  acres,  signed  by  Joshua  Fletcher,  his  mark, 

2 

Tilliaia  Fletcher,  Sarah  Fletcher  her  merit  [wid.  of  Wm.  ],  Isaac  Parker, 
Lather  Parker  her  mark,  Samuel  Fletcher,  and  Hannah  Fletcher  her  mark, 

^it:  Samuel  Fletcher  Sen  and  Thomas  Perksr.  (Middlesex  Feeds,  15:143.) 

4  Jan.  1636,  William  Fletcher  Senr  of  Chelmsford  sells  John  Burge  of  same 
small  piooe  of  lend  there,  Lydia  Fletcher  widow  signs  this,  ee  well  as 


Samuel  Fletcher  and  William  Fletcher,  ss  "the  heirs  Hr  &  assigns  of  said 

fftau  Fletcher; "  recorded  1706.  (ibid.,  14:97.)  10  Feb.  1698,  John 

Perham  of  Chelmsford  sells  Ensign  William  ff lecher  of  aarao  lend  and  a 

duelling  house  there,  in  trhich  Lydia  Perhasi  releasee  her  rights,  wit: 

11 

Sam  ffleteher,  John  Batts,  WillieD  ffletcher.  (Ibid.,  12:297.)  In 
May  1704  a  group  of  Chelmsford  nen  sold  land  there  to  the  people  of  Dra- 
cut,  aiong  the  former  were  "Ensign  Will ism  ffletctsr  .  •  .  Samuell  ffletch- 
cr  .  .  .  [and]  Willien  ffletcher"  all  of  whom  sign  this  deed.  (Ibid. , 


13:737. )  In  1713,  John  Per ham  of  Chelmsford,  innkeeper,  sells  lend 
there  to  William  Fletcher  of  ears  and  lydia  Perhan  releases,  this  was  to 
Lt.  William* s  son,  William4  Fletcher.  (Ibid.,  17:261.)  In  1708,  Ens. 
William  Fletcher  cf  Chelmsford  buys  lend  there,  recorded  1722*  (ibid. , 


•'  tzkjx  v  a  jjir  T' 
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29:331.) 

Lt.  Fletcher  died  intestate  in  1712,  and  the  estate  not  being  settled 
until  1747,  there  are  many  papers  dealing  with  the  settlement.  £7  June 

1713,  Josiah  Fletcher,  as  tha  eldest  son,  «as  appointed  the  administrator 
of  his  father’s  estate.  Receipts  from  the  children  are  dated:  1713, 
TiUian  and  R&nenbrance  one  of  the  witnesses  being  e  Hobart  Fletcher; 

1714,  Robert  and  Deborah  Richardson,  she  being  a  daughter;  1720,  Joseph 
and  Fhebe  Hildreth,  she  being  a  daughter;  1721,  Nathaniel  and  Sarah  But¬ 
terfield,  she  being  a  daughter;  1721,  Stephen  and  Esther  Pierce,  she  be¬ 
ing  a  daughter.  1  paper  states  that  the  widow  had  deceased  by  1747, 
and  cites  &  warrant  for  distribution;  the  inventory  of  "I Zr"  William 
Fletcher  late  of  Chslxeford  deceased  of  what  was  set  off  to  his  widow 

is  then  divided  among  the  heirs  they  being: 

Josiah  Fletcher 
William  Fletcher's  heirs 
Robert  Fletcher 


Ezekiel  Fletcher's  heir3 
Daniel  Fletcher's  heirs 
Sareh  Butterfield's  heirs 


hydis  Spaulding 

llary  Fletcher  [she  married  1701  William''  Fletcher  [  Samuel')  as  see  his 

adcount.) 


Esther  Pierce 
Remembrance  Foster 


Deborah  Richardson 


' 
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Fhebo  Hildreth's  heirs 

Rebecca  Parker  (Middlesex  Probate « ) 

4 

Ezekiel  Fletcher,  son  of  Lt.  William,  died  without  issue,  bancs  his 
brothers  and  sisters  and  their  heirs  shared  in  the  final  settlement  of 
his  estate.  There  are  tTao  interesting  deeds  at  Middlesex  in  this  con¬ 
nection: 

April  174S,  Nottingham  [nos  Hudson,  N.U. ] ,  We  the  subscribers  to  this 
deed  agree  to  divide^  the  estate  of  Ezekiel  Fletcher  late  of  said  Notting¬ 
ham  deceased  as  follows: 

Joaiah  Fletcher 

heirs  of  William  Fletcher  [d.  1741-42] 
heirs  of  Sarah  Butterfield 

Lydia  Spaulding  _  these  to  have  9  nine  thirteenths 

Faobe  Hildreth  part  of  the  estate. 

Stephen  Pierce  — 

William  Fletcher  [husband  of  Mtr7  Fletcher,  he  d.  1742-44] 

Remembrance  Fester 
Rebecca  Parker 

also  part  set  off  to  Robert  Fletcher  and  to  Sarah  Flstcher, 

This  entire  property  consisted  of  some  £3  acres,  end  a  honelot.  Peed  re¬ 
corded  1756.  (fidclesTix  Pseds,  56:275.) 

Sept.  1757,  »©  Joeiah  Fletcher,  Mary  Fletcher  aides,  Rather  Peirce  wid¬ 
ow,  Rebecca  Parker  widow,  Joseph  Moors  yeoxan  and  Esther  his  eife,  Isaiah 

ci 

Spauling,  Gideon  Spaulding,  Henry  Richardson  yeoman  and  Priscilla  hie 
\ 


life,  Robert  Bates  yeoman  sad  Lydia  his  wife,  3/illian  Foster,  Btaphsn 


, 

■ 
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Foster  yeoman,  Willi an  Fletcher  yeoman,  William  Proctor  and  Lucy  his  slfe, 
and  Thankful  Fletcher  spinster  ell  of  Chelnsford,  with  Zacheus  Spaulding 
of  Dunstable,  Joseph  Hildreth  the  3rd  of  Westford,  Cotton  Proctor  of 
Acton  and  Tabitha  his  wife,  Thomas  Bixby  of  Litchfield,  N.H. ,  husbancfcian 
and  Thebe  his  wife,  all  convey  to  Benjamin  Kadlock  of  Dunstablo,  the  home** 
stead  of  Lsekiel  Fletcher  late  of  Bunstable  [this  town  then  extended  as 
far  as  Nashua]  deceased,  being  setae  eighty  acres,  (ibid, ,  44:442* ) 
Children  born  in  Chelioeford:  (order  of  birth  not  certain) 

i.  Sarah4",  b.  25  .May  1679;  m.  Nathaniel  Butterfield, 

ii.  Lydia,  b,  abt.  1681;  a.  -  Spaulding. 

iii.  Mary,  b.  in  1684;  m.  1701,  William2  Fletcher  (Samuel2)  see  under 
his  record* 

iv.  Joeiah,  b,  8  Apr,  1637, 

v,  William,  b,  1  Apr.  1688;  m.  Tabitha  - - .  Carried  forward, 

vl.  Robert,  b.  9  Jan.  1690-91. 
vi ii  Esther,  b.  abt,  1692;  m.  5  Feb,  1707,  Stephen  Pierce. 

Yiii.  Ezekiel,  b.  24  Nov.  1694,  d.s.p.  Nottingham. 

ix.  Remembrance,  b.  abt.  1696;  m.  - - Foster. 

x.  Deborah,  b.  18  Mar.  1699;  n.  Robert  Richardson, 

xi.  Phebe,  b.  24  Nov.  1700;  ra.  int.  29  Mar.  1720,  Joseph  Hildreth, 

xii.  Rebecca,  b.  29  Jan.  170.?;  m. 

xiii.  Daniel,  b. 


Parker 


e  *  t.  1  -4s>  baB  avtok 
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SZaGKAIJT  WILLIAM4  FLSTCHSB  (Lt.  William3,  "ns.  William2,  Robert1?  bora 
la  Chelmsford,  Mass.,  1  Apr.  1SS 8,  died  there,  27  Jan.  1741-42,  "aged  fif¬ 
ty-two*  years.  He  married  about  1709,  Tabitha  - - born  ebout  1690,  died 

in  Chelmsford,  6  Feb.  1741-42,  aged  fifty  one.* 

4 

As  a  brother  of  Ezekiel  Fletcher,  his  heirs  shared  in  the  said  broth¬ 
er’s  estate  (seo  deeds  on  pages  67  and  68  of  this  report). 

It  is  very  difficult  in  the  doede  to  distinguish  the  three  Silliams, 

but  apparently  this  William  Fletcher  was  called  "Jr”  for  a  period, to 

distinguish  him  from  Lt.  William  Fletcher  born  January  1673  end  known 

nd 

often  as  ‘'the  2  ,  *  end  from  that  William  Fletcher,  Mr.  Tard‘o  ancestor, 

born  October  1673,  who  was  presumably  tbs  senior.  Capt.  William  Fletch¬ 
er  Jr.,  of  'Testfcrd,  was  son  of  Lt.  William. 

Presumably  the  1713  deed  which  haB  already  been  mentioned  in  connection 
with  Lt.  William  who  died  in  1712,  belongs  to  the  above  William. 

Sergeant  William  died  intestate,  Stephen  Fletcher  husbandman,  with 
Stephen  Pierce  the  same,  both  of  Chelmsford,  and  John  Cobburn  of  Dracut, 
as  his  sureties,  was  appointed  the  administrator,  29  Mar.  1742.  The 
division  between  t he  children  was  to  Stephen  as  eldest  son,  to  Tilliam 
Fletcher  a  son,  and  to  William  Prockter  who  married  Lucy  Fletcher  one  of 
the  daughters  of  said  deceased,  also  to  Tabitha  end  Thankful  Fletcher, 
both  daughters,  this  was  also  dated  1742.  The  inventory  mentions  the 
fact  that  his  wife  had  also  deceased.  (Middlesex  Probate,  7953.) 

Children  bora  in  Chelmsford: 

1«  Lucy^,  b.  21  Feb.  1710;  m.  William  Proctor,  living  1757. 


* 


Ker  identity  has  not  been  investigated. 


' 


li.  Stephen,  b.  3  Apr.  1718,  living  1757. 

111.  f?il liaa,  b.  16  Oct.  1716,  living  1757. 
iv.  Tabitha,  b.  23  Deo.  1721;  m.  Cotton  Proctor  by  1757. 
V.  Thankful , b .  25  Sept.  1731;  living  unoarried  1757. 
doubtless  others  if  ho  died  young. 
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IJEUTI2NAH7  WILLIAM3  EL3DCHSS  (Samuel2,  Hobart1),  the  "2ad*  cf  Chelms¬ 
ford,  Mass.,  bom  there,  1  Jan.  1573,  died  there,  testate,  21  Mar.  1743- 
44,  aged  seventy.  He  married  there,  10  Dec.  1701,  Mary4  Fletcher,  born 
there  in  1654,  died  there,  testate,  23  Feb.  1763,  aged  eighty  four,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Lt.  7/illiarT  (E ns.  William^,  Robert^-)  and  Sarah  (Richardeon) 
Fletcher,  ana  sister  of  Ezekiel  Fletcher  vide  supra.  In  her  death  record 
ebe  is  called  widow  of  It.  William  Fletcher,  and  mother  of  Benjamin 
Fletcher* 

This  nan  had  many  land  records  which  willlbe  just  noted  bxi&fly:  In 
J&n.  1721-22,  Sbenezer  Fletcher  of  Chelmsford,  husbandman,  (son  of  Samuel 
Fletcher  late  of  sane,  Tayler,  deceased,  who  was  eon  of  Sam.  Fletcher 
late  of  sane  also  deceased)  quitclaims  for  £200  to  his  Cncle  Wm.  Fletcher 
of  Chelmsford,  husbandman  (2nd  eon  of  last  mentioned  Samuel)  all  his 
right  to  property  of  said  Samuel  Fletcher.  (Middlesex  Deeds,  23:2.) 

17  Dec.  1722,  Ebeneze  r  Fletcher  of  Chelmsford,  husbandman  sells  to 
Gillian  Fletcher,  yeoman  of  same,  land  there.  (ibid.,  25:152.)  In 
1728,  Joshua  Fletcher  and  William  Fletcher  the  2nd  both  of  Chelmsford 
buy  land  at  Tadmuck  River;  that  ssme  y6ar  William  also  buys  of  Powers. 
(Ibid.,  29:136;  27:595.)  In  1722,  William  end  hie  wife  Mary  are  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  deeds.  (ibid.,  26;283. )  24  ?iar.  1728-29,  William 

Fletcher  the  2nd  of  Chelmsford  with  wife  Mary  gives  for  love  to  his  eon 
Sanuel  lands  there  being  full  portion  of  his  estate.  They  also  give 
land  to  their  son  Benjamin  in  Yestford,  and  mention  as  &  bound  land  of 
Josiah  Fletcher,  30  Aug.  1738.  (Ibid.,  31:463;  45:76.)  2  M«r.  1742, 


they  give  land  to  their  son  Thomas  Fletcher. 


(ibid.,  £0:19. ) 


t  ■ua  iv;  11 
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William  Fletcher  made  Ms  will  4  June  1743,  as  of  Chelmsford,  weak  in 
body,  gives  to  Mary  his  dearly  beloved  wife,  to  Beloved  sons,  Oliver, 
Thonan,  Robert,  to  beloved  daughters  Mary  arid  Lydia;  to  minor  grandchild 
Jonathan,  eon  of  hin  son  William}  to  minor  grandchild  Eleaser,  8on  of  his 
eon  Samuel,  names  beloved  son  Benjamin  end  he  to  be  sole  executor*  Signs 
Wit;  Elsazer  Foster,  John  Perkor,  Benjamin  Adams,  proved  9  Apr*  1744* 
(Middlesex  Probata,  7955,) 

The  widow  Mary  Fletcher  of  Chelmsford,  made  her  will  29  Sept.  1758, 
proved  14  June  1753,  gives  to  granddaughter  Olive  Fletcher  deughter  of 
son  William  Fletcher  of  Westford;  to  son  Oliver  Fletcher;  to  two  daugh¬ 
ters,  Mary,  wife  of  Jonathan  Spaulding  of  Chelmsford,  and  Lydia,  wife  of 
Joseph  Adams  Jr.,  of  same;  conveys  to  them  all  rights  to  the  estate  of 
her  brother  Ezekiel  Fletcher  late  of  Nottingham  deceased.  Son- in-lew 
Jonathan  Spaulding  to  be  executor.  fit:  Josiah, Hannah,  and  Peter  Parker 
Signs  by  nark.  (Ibid.,  7686.) 

Children  born  in  Chelmsford: 
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1.  William  ,  b.  22  Sept.  1702,  d.  22  Sept.  1734,  as,  62,  Westford; 
n.  (1),  Mary  Powers;  m.  (2),  1731,  Elizabeth  Remington,  have 
only  been  interested  in  hie  deeds  to  eliminate  him;  he  be¬ 
came  a  Lt.,  end  later  a  Cept.  No  record  of  any  estate; 
many  deeds.  In  1729,  Jonathan  Powers  of  Westford  black¬ 
smith  sells  William  Fletcher  Jr.,  of  seno,  land  end  house 
there  near  the  Grcton  line,  Elizabeth  releases  dosser;  1734, 
William  Fletcher  Jr.,  of  Westford  quits  to  Ephraim  Fletcher 
of  seme,  all  rights  to  land  there  ’'purchased  of  my  father 


- 


Uiliian  Fletcher  of  Chelrusforfi  end  Joshua  Fletcher  deceased 
f ether  of  said  I'phre of  Sequel  Underwood.  (Pidelcgeic  Deeds , 
21:47;  35:426.)  In  1704,  Ephraim  Fletcher  of  feet  ford  sold 
Uiilien  Fletcher  Jr.,  of  6&me  lend  there*  In  1735,  Tinothy 
Barren  cf  Groton  and  wife  Hannah  alias  Fletcher  Bold  him 
lend  there  and  mention  their  honoured  mother  Dorothy  Fletcher 

widow  of  Joshua  the  late  father  of  said  Henneh  etc.  (Ibid. , 

) 

3d: 36. )  In  1747,  he  soils  to  Ephraim  Blood,  land,  bounded 
by  Stephen  Fletcher,  one  of  the  wit:  Oliver  Fletther.  Aug. 
1761,  William  Fletcher  of  Destford,  gent.,  conveys  to  his  son 
Jonathan  Fletcher,  cooper,  lend  there,  wit:  Caleb  end  KLiz. 
Fletcher*  (ibid.,  52:83;  51:102.)  14  Oct*  1761,  Jacob  Byem 

of  e.  new  Plantation  called  Humber  Sin  in  the  Co.  of  Worcester 
eallo  Sin.  Fletcher  of  Westford,  Gent.,  land  in  Pepperell  being 
19  3/4  acres,  wit:  Jonas  Prescott  end  Benjamin  Curnen/  (ibid. , 
81:434.)  The  foregoing  deed  was  recorded  late,  1734.  17 

June  1762,  Susanna  Fletcher  of  Testford,  edmx.  of  the  ost.  of 
her  late  husband  Zachariah  Fletcher  of  Weatford,  yeeman,  sells 
to  William  Fletcher  of  Westford,  Gent.,  1  1/2  acres  in  West- 
ford,  wit:  Oliver  Fletcher,  Nathaniel  Boynton.  18  Juno  1762, 
John  Abbott  of  Uestford,  yeoman,  quitclaims  to  Ifm.  Fletcher 
of  We3tford,  Gent.,  15  acres  of  land  in  Westford,  bounded  by 
part  of  the  thirds  of  Susanna  Fletcher  and  by  land  late  of 
Zachariah  Fletcher,  wit:  Oliver  Fletcher,  John  Abbott  Jr. 

(ibid. ,  60:42,  45. )  £1  June  1762,  Zachariah  Fletcher  of 


' 
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^eetford  Husbandman,  sells  to  Win.  Fletcher,  ct Westf ord ,  Gent., 
ell  his  right  in  his  f ether’s  estate  (hir  father  being  Zechar- 
ieh  of  Weetford)  excepting  his  right  in  his  mother’s  thirds 
end  including  the  rights  cf  his  three  sisters,  v?it:  John  Ab¬ 
bott,  Nathaniel  Boynton,  John  Abbott,  end  Henry  Wright  Junr. 
(Ibid.,  62:45.)  9  Oct,  17C5,  Km.  Fletcher  of  Chelmsford, 

Cent « ,  sells  to  Jonas  Tamum  of  Pepperill,  Junr.  ye crass,  19 
s/ 4  acres  in  Pepperell,  -sit:  Oliver  Earron,  Oliver  Fletcher, 
(ibid.,  60:156.)  5  July  1771,  Ee chari eh  Fletcher  of  Harvard, 

yeoman,  releases  to  '5n.  Fletcher  of  Westford,  Gent.,  hie  right 
in  a  piece  of  caramon  lend  in  Westfcrd,  which  runs  easterly  on 
lend  of  S' frothy  Fletcher,  «it:  Asaph  Fletcher,  J.  Dumber 
Rogers.  (ibid.,  72:33.)  Among  his  children  were:  Olive; 
Jonathan. 

ii,  Samuel,  b.  £5  Aug.  1705;  n.  Mary  — —  and  had  Hleazer,  b«  1731-32. 
ill.  Oliver,  b.  10  Sept.  1703,  living  17&8. 
iv.  Thomas,  b.  18  Jan.  1711. 
v.  Robert,  b.  20  Apr.  1713. 
vi,  Bonj&nin,  b.  22  Feb.  1715-16. 
vii«  Tdary,  b.  1  Feb.  1718-19;  m.  Jonathan  Spaulding, 
viii.  Jonathan,  b.  20  July  1721,  died  young* 


lx.  Iydia,  b.  1  June  1724;  n.  Joseph  Adams  Jr. 


■ 
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WTIXIAM^  FLFTCHt’H  (Samuel**,  I£i3.  Fillian^,  Robert^) ,  born  in  Chelmsford, 
Mass*,  23  Oat.  1073,  died  in  Feetfcrd*,  Maas.,  7  Jem.  1753,  aged  seventy- 
nine  years,  tv?o  months.  He  married,  intention  doted  26  Mgy  1716,  at 
Chelmsford,  Mary  Foster,  bom  in  1652,  died  in  Chelmsford,  13  Doc.  1721, 
aged  thirty-nine  years,  s  connection  of  Moses  Fosters  probably,  her  ident¬ 
ity  has  not  been  worked  on.  He  married  secondly,  ?isry  - - . 

This  William  hue  but  few  deeds.  His  father,  Samuel  Fletcher  in  hifi 
Bill  dated  13  Mar.  1713,  proved  7  June  1726,  names  his  son  William  as  ex¬ 
ecutor,  who  served  as  such.  This  *111  bequeaths  to  wife  Elisabeth;  <son 
Samuel,  eon  Samuel ’ s  sister  Mary  Wheeler,  his  sister  Sarah  Fletcher,  his 
eieter  Susanna  Pletchor;  to  son  Isaac  Fletcher;  to  daughters  Hannah  Fright, 
Elizabeth  Butterfield,  Lydia  Adams;  his  son  TfiUiaw  to  bs  executor,  signs. 
18  Doc.  1723,  the  widow  asks  that  ths  estate  be  settled  etc.  In  1726, 
appears  William  as  executor,  Jonathan  Wheeler  who  married  Mary  a  daughter, 
end  Jonathan  Barrit  and  Jo a hue  Fletcher  who  proved  the  will.  The  cita¬ 
tion  was  made  to  the  heirs  the  sumo  date,  said  heirs  were:  Jonathan  Mheel- 
cr  who  married  Mary,  Ebenezer  Fright,  Sarah  Pletchor,  Felatish  Adams, 
Joseph  Chamberlain  and  Teaac  Fletcher.  (.Middlesex  ~~Tobete,  7920.)  This 
Samuel  bed  three  wives, ^ and  our  William  was  by  the  first  aife,  vis:  Hannah 
tfheeler,  daughter  of  Be or go  Wheeler. 

In  1715,  Gillian  Fletcher  Senr,  and  Hbenezer  Parker  both  of  Chelmsford, 
sell  to  Beniamin  Parker  lend  there,  Elizabeth  rarker  releases.  5  Jen. 
1719,  jioses  Foster  of  Chelmsford  for  f 230  conveys  to  William  Fletcher  of 

*  sJostford  was  established  from  Chelmsford  in  1722,  this  William  lived 


in  that  part  that  we a  set  off 
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sane,  about  20  a  era  a  there,  -sif  e  'dory  releasee,  Viit:  Robert  and  Jonathan. 
Richardson.,  and  Jo  si  ah  Fletcher.  (Ml&dlnrez  Dsedn,  lQ:r2S;  20:424.) 

6  Feb.  1730-31, • William  Flotcher  ssnr  of  Weatford  for  £35  sells  Fphraiia 

lend 

Spaulding  of  sane  rea dew?  there,  Mary  Fletcher  bin  w ife  signs  by  rcarkr,  re¬ 


corded  3  Dec.  1753,  vrit:  Abigail  Paulding,  A  nos  Fletcher.  18  Mar.  1740, 
Williaa  Fletcher  of  Westforu,  husbandraan  sells  Femes  Spaulding  land  there, 


wit:  Sfcard  Fates,  John  Wright,  recorded  3  Dec.  1753.  (ibid.,  51:415: 

411. )  In  1733,  Joseph  Butterfield  of  ^estford,  conveyed  to  William 
Fletcher  Senr  of  seme,  seven  acres,  Rife  Funica  releases.  (ibid. ,  33: 

528.) 

1  July  1746,  William  Fletcher  of  Fosiford  sells  to  T)gv id  Fletcher  of 
same,  land  there  one  of  the  witnesses  being  Anos  Fletcher,  (ibid.,  45:433.) 
Children  bom  in  Chelmsford: 

i.  Aiios" ,  b.  11  July  1717;  n«  Mary  For  hem. 

ii.  Samson,  b.  13  Feb.  1719,  d.  6  Mar.  1721-22,  aged  2  yrs. ,  1  no. 

iii.  Reuben,  b.  2  July  1720;  a.  int.  4  May  1745,  Festford,  Susannah 
Chandler. 

[The  Genealogy  gives  a  son  Jonathan  b.  20  July  1721,  but  this 

William  (Samuel2)  Fletcher, 


Jonathan  was  son  of  Lt. 


sea  p.  74.] 
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CAPTAIN  AMOS5  mSTCIUIE  (Millian4,  Srnel3,  Hfcs.  Tillian2,  Robert-1 } ,  bom 
is  Chelmsford,  Mass.,  is  that  pert  that  in  1729  became  ?ectf ord,  11  July 
1717,  died  in  '‘‘eetford,  £7  Mar.  1795,  cced  eighty  years.  He  tarried 
there, S  Sept.  1741,  Mary  Part  an,  who  died  there,  9  June  1513  {?),  [her 
identity  has  not  been  worked  cn  yet,  there  eeeuu  to  be  no  clue  in  her 
fausband’e  land  records,  end  the  Psrhan  estates  at  Middlesex  give  no  help, 
this  search  any  he  taken  up  later*] 

It  is  well  kaorn  by  the  family  that  Lucy  Fletcher  who  became  the  v?ife 
of  John  Spaulding  in  17B6  was  the  daughter  of  Captain  Ano £  Fletcher  of 
West ford. 

Ee  has  very  feu  deeds,  and  there  is  no  settlement  of  his  estate,  nor 
that  of  his  wife’s  in  Middlesex  County.  «e  have  seen  that  he  acted  as  a 
witness  to  t*o  of  his  father’s  deeds.  doubtless  he  and  his  brother  suc¬ 
ceeded  to  his  father’s  lands. 

7  Mar.  17  til,  William  Be  sen  of  P'estf  ord  sells  to  Amos  Fletcher  of  sane 
two  acre 8  thej'o;  later  Amos  bought  four  acres  acre  in  !Iay  1761.  (Middle" 
sex  Feeds,  59:13. ) 

[In  1736,  Reuben  Fletcher  of  V'estfcrd  [brother  of  Amos5]  eold  to  Anos 
Fletcher  Jr.,  land  there,  Susannah  released  her  dower,  wit:  7/illian  arid 
Lucy  rletchar.  (ibid.,  134:293.)  Recorded  1793.  In  1794,  Anos  Jr., 
bought  laird  there  of  I'chonieh  Fletcher,  one  of  the  witnesses  was  Jones 
Keald,  Molly1'  Fletcher  released  her  rights  in  this  d*ed.  (ibid.,  116:285.) 
By  1609,  Anoa  Jr.,  had  evidently  removed  to  Brookline,  Hillsboro  Go.,  N.H. , 
when  be  sued  Rebecca  the  widow  of  Abiel  Fletcher.  (ibid.,  167:525.) 

Returning  to  Anoe  Fletcher  Sr.,  we  note  that  12  Apr.  1734,  ho  gave  his 
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son  Amos  Jr.,  SO  acres  in  Westford  with  buildings  thereon  it  being  the 
fain  that  he  the  said  Amos  Sr.,  lived  on  for  £403,  bounded  by  Willard 
Fletcher,  Hshemiah  Fletcher,  and  one  Butterfield,  also  other  lands  there, 
(ibid.,  116:256.)  In  1735,  he  sold  land  there  to  Samuel  Hi che  risen 
and  it  out  ion  s  his  sen  Nehemiah  Fletcher.  (ibid.,  11-3:103.) 

18  Apr.  1725,  Ac los  Fletcher  of  ’dost ford  gentlemen  sold  land  there  to 
Zacheus  head,  and  seise  date  ho  else  sold  land  there  bounded  by  sac  hehezxv- 
iah  Fletcher  to  Benjamin  Osgood  cf  same  2sq.  (ibid.,  1C4:S53;  122:45.) 

Children  born  in  b’estford; 

i.  Amos®  Jr.,  b.  25  June  1755;  a.  1776,  Rebecca  Prescott.  He  ap¬ 
parently  removed  to  Brookline,  i?«H. 
ii»  Mary ,  c.  21  liar.  1757;  Spaulding,  states  the  Fletcher 

Genealogy.  ] 

iii*  lie honiah,  b.  £7  Far.  1758;  si.  1779,  Uury  Welch;  [removed  tc  Ha., 
states  ths  Fletcher  Genealogy. ] 

iv.  Lucy ;  b.  71  Aug.  1701,  d.  20  Fxr.  1202,  ue«  40,  Chelmsford;  m. 

20  Jen.  1783,  West ford ,  John  Spaulding  3rd,  b.  8  June  1752, 
Chelmsford,  d.  there,  IS  Sept.  1835,  se.  73,  eon  of  John  and 
Kaiaeh  (Spaulding)  Spaulding.  He  served  in  the  Revolution¬ 
ary  War.  Their  son,  Ionia min,  by  wife  Sarah  W&rren,  had 
daughter  Ellen -Ha ry  Spaulding  sbo  married  La ngdoa-St ore r 
Ward,  xho  nera  the  grandparents  of  L&uriston  Sard  Zac.,  of 
Brookline,  H&gg. 


' 
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